Bachelor of Science in Education
Degree Program

The primary goal of the teacher education program is providing for the development of professional understanding of the processes and purposes of education, and the disposition and competencies that are essential to successful teaching. The following outcomes outline the knowledge, skills, and dispositions preservice teachers develop though course work, directed observation experiences, and student teaching in local schools. Program objectives are cross-referenced with the Alabama Quality Teaching Standards and are aligned with the Mission and Vision of Concordia College Selma. 

Concordia College offers two majors in its Bachelor of Science in Education Program: Elementary Education prepares teachers for Kindergarten through 6th grade and Early Childhood Education prepares teachers for Pre-school through 3rd grade.
Requirements for the Bachelor of Science degree include a total of 137 semester credit hours: 

General Education 
71 

Professional Studies

21 

Teaching Field

33
Internship 


12 
137 

Candidates who pursue certification in Pre-school through 3rd grade will follow the early childhood education curriculum. Candidates who pursue certification in Kindergarten through grade six will follow the elementary education curriculum. For those who wish to be teachers in the elementary or pre-schools of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, additional requirements for the Lutheran Teacher Diploma are required. Each of these programs are described on the following pages. 
Graduates of Concordia’s teacher education program are required to be able to demonstrate that they know the content they will teach, how students develop and learn, and appropriate methods and materials to use in helping students learn. In addition, they must be able to demonstrate that they have the ability to use their knowledge in the classroom as effective teachers. Persons who are unable to demonstrate both knowledge and ability as described above will not be recommended for a teaching certificate even though their academic records show all the necessary courses. All teacher education candidates are required to pass Concordia’s Proficiency Examination and the Basic Skills (Praxis I) portion of the Alabama Prospective Teachers Testing Program before being accepted into the program. Prospective teachers must pass Praxis II to apply for internship. 

Issuance of an Alabama teaching certificate is the legal responsibility of the Alabama State Department of Education. Institutions cannot issue a professional certificate. To qualify for a certificate, a candidate must complete the approved course of study. When a candidate successfully completes the approved course of study, the institution recommends to the State Department of Education that the appropriate certificate be issued.

Admission Requirements for Teacher Certification Program

To enter a teacher certification program, students must successfully complete all admissions requirements, including the completion of a formal application for admission.  Formal admission is granted on the basis of the candidate’s qualifications according to policies established by the State Board of Education and Concordia College. These policies are subject to change; therefore, candidates should contact the Office of Teacher Education to determine the exact admission requirements at any given time. 

Application for admission to a teacher education program must be filed with the Office of Teacher Education at least one semester prior to the semester of desired admission. Requirements for admission include the following:

· Pass all portions of the APTTP Praxis I (Basic Skills)
· Earn a cumulative GPA of 2.5 or higher. 

· Earn a minimum of 2.0 on all English, Math, Science, and Technology courses

· Receive satisfactory recommendations from department chairperson, advisor, and faculty members. 

· Satisfactorily complete an interview to determine personal qualities and potential for teaching. 

· Submit health/immunization, speech and hearing forms

· Receive clearance form ABI/FBI background check.

· Pay all relevant fees and purchase a Teacher Education Handbook

· Pass the Concordia Proficiency Test.

· Complete a maximum of five Professional studies courses (The specific courses are noted with an asterisk on the approved State Department Program form)
Note: As stipulated by the State Department of Education, students will not be allowed to enroll in certain Teaching Field/Specialization and Professional Studies courses without having been admitted to the Teacher Education Program. For additional information, see the Certification Officer or the Division Chairperson of Education.  

The following semester hours are required of all candidates. 

General Education Courses - 67 semester hrs.

ORIENTATION:  1 sem. hour     

OTC 101, Orientation to College 




1 hr. 

 IDS 101 Interdisciplinary Studies




1 hr.
RELIGION: 6 sem. Hours


REL 110, Hist. & Lit. of Old Testament 



3 hrs. 


REL 120, Hist. & Lit. of New Testament 



3 hrs. 


REL 300, Lutheran Doctrine





3 hrs.
HUMANITIES:  18 sem. hours 

ENG 111, English Composition I




3 hrs. 

ENG 112, English Composition II




3 hrs.
ENG 211 or ENG 212 World Literature Elective


3 hrs.

ENG 205 Public Speaking 





3 hrs.


IDS 300, Contemporary Issues 



   
3 hrs.

MUS 125 Music Appreciation, ENG200 Drama, or ART200 
3 hrs.
 

SOCIAL SCIENCES: 12 sem. hrs. 

HIS111 Early West. World or HIS112, Modern West. World   
3 hrs.

HI 221 US Hist to 1865 or HI 222, US Hist. Since 1865  
 
3 hrs.

PSY 110, General Psychology 



   
3 hrs. 

BUS 201/202 Principles of Economics I or II or

GEO230 World Geography





3 hrs
 

      COMPUTER INFORMATION: 3 sem. hours

CIS 122, Micro Computer Applications 



3 hrs. 

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION: 3 sem. Hours

HPR 111, Personal Physical Fitness 




1 hr. 

HPR 222, Personal & Community Health 



2 hrs. 
MATHEMATICS: 12 sem. hrs. 

MTH 110 Elementary Algebra




  3 hrs.

MTH 112, Intermediate Algebra 




  3 hrs. 

MTH 221, College Algebra (required)



  3 hrs. 

MTH 222, Pre-Calculus 





  4 hrs.

MTH 223, Calculus and Analytic Geometry I 
  

  3 hrs. 

MTH 224, Calculus and Analytic Geometry II 

 
  3 hrs. 

MTH 225, Applied Statistics 




  
  3 hrs. 

MTH 300, Mathematics for Teachers (required)

  
  3 hrs. 

NATURAL SCIENCES: 12 sem. hrs. 

BIO 100, General Biology (required)




  4 hrs. 

BIO 132 Biology II
(required)




  4 hrs.

BIO 200 General Zoology 





  4 hrs. 

BIO 210, General Botany 





  4 hrs. 

CHE 222, Survey of Chemistry 




  4 hrs.

CHE 223, General Chemistry I 




  4 hrs.

CHE 224, General Chemistry II 




  4 hrs. 

PHY 200, College Physics I 




              4 hrs. 

PHY 210, College Physics II 




              4 hrs. 

Teaching Field/Specialization and Professional Studies 

Concordia’s required courses include field experiences in the Teaching Field/Specialization and Professional Studies to prepare competent elementary and early childhood teachers. 

Early Childhood Major. The Early Childhood Major prepares candidates with knowledge and ability to provide students from birth through grade 3 with a continuum of experiences designed to help them achieve their potential by learning about themselves, their world, and others through participation in expressive and creative activities and verbal and physical interaction with materials and natural phenomena in developmentally appropriate ways that meet physical, social, emotional, and intellectual needs. 

Elementary Major. The Elementary Major prepares candidates to understand the developmental nature and diversified learning styles of students. Upon completion of the program, they have the knowledge, abilities, and commitment to provide a balanced instructional program in the elementary school which emphasizes both concepts and skills. Concordia’s Elementary graduates are able to assist students, within the limits of ability and stage of development, to achieve their maximum potential. 

Teaching Field/Specialization. (33 semester hours):  
EDU 305, Children’s Literature



 
3 hrs.

EDU 310 Reading Skills Development



3 hrs.

EDU 320, Teaching Health and Physical Education
 
 
3 hrs.

EDU 330, Teaching Math




 
3 hrs.

EDU 340, Teaching Science




 
3 hrs.

EDU 350, Teaching Reading




 
3 hrs.

EDU 360, Teaching Fine Arts



 
3 hrs.

EDU 380, Teaching Language Arts 



 
3 hrs.

  EDU 480, Diagnosis & Remediation of Reading Difficulties  
3 hrs. 
Early Childhood Majors:
ECE 300, Introduction to Early Childhood 


 
3 hrs. 

   ECE 310, Instructional Strategies for the Young Child 

3 hrs. 

Elementary Education Majors: 

ELE 300, Elem. School curriculum



 
3 hrs. 
   ELE 310, Teaching Social Studies in the Elem. School 
 
3 hrs. 
Professional Studies. The total number of semester hours in this component is 44 covering the following areas of professional studies. 

EDU 220, Educational Foundations




3 hrs.

PSY 200, Child Growth and Development



3 hrs

EDU 300, Intro to Instructional Technology 


 
3 hrs. 

EDU 315, Educational Psychology 




3 hrs. 

EDU 410, Classroom Organization Home School connections 
3 hrs. 

EDU 450, Measurement & Evaluation in Tchng.& Lrng. 

3 hrs. 

EDU 490, Inclusion and the Exceptional Learner


3 hrs.

INTERNSHIP: 12 sem. hrs. 

EDU 495 Internship in education

 


12 hrs. 

All Teaching Field and Professional Studies Courses, above, require field experience hours. 

Total Semester Hour Requirements for the Bachelor’s Degree with a major in either Early Childhood or Elementary Education: 137 sem. hrs. 
Upon successful completion of all courses and requirements, students may apply for candidacy as an intern. The following criteria must also be met:

· Earn a minimum of 2.5 GPA overall, 2.5 in the Teaching Field/ Specialization, and 2.5 in the Professional Studies courses
· Have removed any Incompletes (I’s) from their transcript

· Cleared the ABI/FBI background 

· Pass all parts of the APTTP, Praxis I and Praxis II

· Pay all relevant membership fees (C A S E and S A E A)

· Successfully meet all required standards as stated by current local and state compliances*

*Requirements are subject to change without notice. Students are responsible for checking with the Teacher Education Office to keep abreast of these changes. 
Lutheran Teacher Diploma Requirements  
The Lutheran Teacher Diploma is available only to candidates who are members in good standing in a congregation of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. Other candidates who are interested may complete these requirements but will not be eligible for membership in the Synod on the roster, Commissioned Ministers - Teachers. 

REQUIREMENTS: 15 sem. hrs. 


*REL 110, History and Literature of the Old Testament 
3 hrs. 


*REL 120, History and Literature of the New Testament 
3 hrs. 


  REL 300, Lutheran Doctrine I 



3 hrs. 


  REL 301, Lutheran Doctrine II 



3 hrs. 


  EDU 400, Teaching Religion/Office of Ministry      
3 hrs.

*Courses required in General Education 

EDU 400, Teaching Religion/Office of Ministry requires 12 hours of field experience.
Total Semester Hour Requirements for the Bachelor’s Degree and the Lutheran Teacher Diploma: 152 sem. hrs.
