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First Church Fellowship 

F I R S T  C H R I S T I A N  R E F O R M E D  C H U R C H 

V O L U M E  3 ,  I S S U E  4               A P R I L  2 0 0 8   

Of Ice Cream and Oil 

 After six days of hard work 

and one day off, this yearôs Domini-

can Republic Service and Learning 

team spent the morning in historical 

Santo Domingo, before catching our 

3PM flight home. Like the rest of 

the country that we had seen, even 

in the beautiful, historic capital, the 

extreme poverty through which Do-

minicans suffer was apparent. Santo 

Domingo brings together all the 

elements that make up the diverse Dominican culture: rich American and European (and yes, 

Canadian) tourists, wealthy Dominicans, middle-class storeowners, struggling vendors, and 

even tattered little boys, trying to make five pesos by shining your shoes for you. The stark 

diversity, especially in the historic capital, is staggering. After travelling through the city, the 

problems of suffering, poverty, and the unequal distribution of wealth are unavoidably appar-

ent. 

 Throughout our trip, members of our team were constantly barraged by Haitian batey- 

or barilla-dwellers, some offering bottles of water or cheap wares, others offering services 

such as shoe shining, and others simply begging, if only to make several pesos or even a few 

dollars. These people scream and cry out for justice, for mercy, and especially for love. My 

small act of giving came on this last morning: a few of us had bought a pint of ice cream to 

cool down, when while walking back to our van we were confronted by a boy, who, though I 

continued to walk, made every effort to clean my dirty sneakers. Though we couldnôt under-

stand the little boyôs Spanish, the three of us who had bought the ice cream decided to give it 

to him, for no other reason than to get him to leave us alone. And looking back, though it may 

have been a nice gesture, I am ashamed of my motives. My little act of giving likely did little 

to alleviate the real problems being faced by this boy, but it was something. Though I truly had 

almost nothing to give the boy, I gave him what I did haveðthe ice cream. 

 Iôve heard it said that North America, and the church specifically, is doing less than 

an adequate job at working for global social justiceðspecifically 

Adrian deLange , Author of this article 

Continued on back page 
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Thank You 
We wish to thank the congregation for all the 

expressions of sympathy with the loss of our 

brother Henry.  God is our refuge and strength, a 

ever present help in trouble.  Psalm 46:1. 

Bernie and Hazel Nibbelink 

 

To those who put on the Marriage Readiness 

Seminar:    We just wanted to say òThank you so 

much.ó  Itõs a blessing to have people like you 

who are willing to give of their time and their 

Sunday afternoons to instruct couples on how to 

start their marriage off right.  Than k you also for 

the materials and practical advice that were 

given.  In a world where so many marriages fail, 

it is good to have people like those in your con-

gregation who are fighting to make marriage the 

best that it can be.  Thank you again.   

Eric Kroese and Bobbie Schouten 

 

Our sincere thanks and gratitude to the Lord for 

giving us strength through our hardships.  Thank 

you also to caring friends and a congregation 

that offered prayers, made a visit, or sent cards 

and gifts that brightened out day.  Doug said his 

birthday cards and visits made it a happy day. 

Emma and Doug Vanden Berg 

 

A sincere thank you to all of you who remem-

bered me with your cards, and good wishes and 

congratulations on the occasion of my recent 

birthday.  They were all appreciated. 

Myna De Stigter 

 

Thanks to all those who have thought of me and 

prayed for a good outcome to my shoulder sur-

gery.  Thanks especially to Pastor Mark and Rev. 

Klompein for their visits. Healing and therapy are 

going well. 

Larry Van Veldhuizen 

 

Dear First CRC Family, 

We would like to thank you for all of the generos-

ity that you have shown to us after Marissaõs 

birth.  Thank you to Shar Van Schouwen and the 

ladies for bringing in the meals.  Thank you to 

Dianne Bierma and Care Group for putting on the 

Baby Shower and to all the ladies for the gifts. It 

is very much appreciated! 

Corlin, Rachael, Erica, Cody,  & Marissa Feikema 

ADULT ED 
April 13:  Jay Shim will discuss 

New Age issues (the young peo-

ple will be joining this discus-

sion) 

 

April 27:  Jason Lief will lead a 

discussion on The Third Wave 

Attention Graduates: 
 

Graduation Surveys were placed 

in the mailboxes last week.  If 

you did not receive a survey 

please contact Eileen Buiter.  If 

you received a survey in error 

please return it to Eileen. 

New Baby 

Marissa Marie Feikema 

 
Parents:  Corlin and Rachael  

  Feikema 

Siblings:  Erica and Cody 

Born:  February 18, 2008 

Weight:  8 lbs 12 oz 

Length:  23 inches long 

Congratulations! 

NEW ADDRESS:   
 

Henrietta Bierma has moved to 

Royale Meadows  

Sunshine Circle  

Rm. 620  

Phone:  722-2159  

 

Tom and Myrna De Vries have 

moved to: 

2740 430th St  

Maurice, IA 51036 

 

Jon and Eileen Buiter have 

moved to: 

4373 Fig Ave 

Ireton, IA 51027 

Baptism 

 

 

 

 
Adalade Grace Oschner    

March 9, 2008  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations!   

 
Brent and Tracy (Kroeze) Vander 

Griend were blessed with a 

daughter, Bailey Ann, on March 

8, 2008  in Sioux Falls, SD.  She 

weighed 7 lb. 13 oz. and 20 

½  in. long.  Big sister, Taylor 

Marie, welcomes her home.   

 

Grandparents are Wes and    

Denise Kroeze and Great-

Grandmother is Henrietta Den 

Besten.  


