
Itõs that time of year 

again; our pants are snug 

from stocking candy and 

we have a lot of new stuff, 

some of which our friends 

will envy and some has 

already been forgotten in 

the back of our closets. 

Friends, this time of year 

is a time for resolutions. 

Thus, in the wake of our 

Christmas consumer 

frenzy, I thought it only 

appropriate to take a look 

back at what our 

esteemed church father, 

John Wesley, might have 

to say about our 
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Thankfully, in the third 

century some people 

asked, òWhy would God 

incarnate as Jesus if we are 

to shed our earthly 

bodies?ó The answer: Jesus 

was both fully divine and 

fully human at the same 

time. Wesley of course, 

using reason no doubt, 

looked at that Monastics, 

and saw value in their 

humble lifestyle. This is 

where Wesley said, òGain 

all you can, Save all you 

can, Give all you Can.ó 

Wesley saw monasticism as 

the perfect counter to what 

was then a new idea, 

Wil Ranney  

A Monastic Resolution  

American consumerist 

culture, so that we may be 

able to craft more 

thoughtful resolutions for 

2008. 

I recently 

finished a 

research paper 

on Oil 

Addiction and 

Sin, and in my 

quest I came 

across an 

article titled, 

òJohn Wesley, 

Process 

Theology, and 

Consumerismó by Jay 

Farthing and John 

to wear diapers after I had 

already been òpottyó 

trained and wore big girl 

pants. 

I was in the hospital to 

have a small growth 

removed from my eye lid. 

My parents were very 

worried and it took a lot of 

persuading on the nurseõs 

part to convince my 

parents it was alright for 

them go home and leave 

me there overnight.  

 

The next morning I woke 

up with a slight fever and a 

rash which was diagnosed 

as German measles. The 

surgery was cancelled and 

I was sent home. Much to 

my parentsõ relief, the 

growth on my eye went 

away on its own.  

Although I was in the 

hospital less the twenty -

four hours, I was there 

long enough to experience 

Rev. Linda Butler  

 

I was two years old when I 

had my first and only over 

night hospital stay. My 

family tells me I canõt 

possibly remember it, but 

I remember it very 

clearly. I remember very 

vividly being placed in a 

crib despite my loud 

protests that I was big girl 

and I slept in a big girl 

bed. But the most 

humiliating part of the 

hospitalization was having 

McDaniel. In it, they talk 

about John Wesley and the 

New Monasticism. For 

those of you who are 

unfamiliar with 

Monasticism, 

just think of 

monks taking 

vows. The 

central theme 

of monasticism 

was dualism: 

that there 

exists a 

spiritual realm 

and an earthly 

realm, and in order to 

experience the spiritual, 

you had give up the 

earthly, hence the vows. 
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Nothing But Nets  

the fear, stress, and the 

overall disruption and 

powerlessness a hospital 

stay can cause. We could 

have used a pastoral call! 

If my parents had told our 

pastor that I was having 

surgery, I am sure he 

would have visited, but my 

parents didnõt think it was 

important enough to 

bother him. I am sure he 

would have visited if he 

had known. He probably 

couldnõt have done much 

about the diapers and the 

crib, but he could have 

listened to my concern and 

prayed with me and my 

very anxious parents.  

We on the pastoral care 

team would like to visit 

you and pray with you and 

your family if you are 

hospitalized. Over the past 

several months we have 

developed a regular on 

going weekly hospital 

visitation schedule. We go 

to Mary Greeley Medical 

Center everyday: I visit 

Monday, Wednesday, 

Thursday, Saturday and/or 

Sunday, Bev Shirbroun 

visits on Tuesday, and Rev. 

Scott Grotewold visits on 

Friday.  

Although we visit 

everyday, we do not know 

if you are there unless (1) 

you or your family 

member calls the church 

to let us know or (2) when 

you are admitted you tell 

them òCollegiate United 

disease, malaria, by 

providing insecticide -

treated bed nets.  Each 

$10 donation will purchase 

and deliver to a family an 

insecticide -treated bed 

net as well as education 

about its use.  

The July 2007 issue of 

National Geographic  has a 

comprehensive article , 

Malaria , Stopping a Global 

Killer in which the writer 

states, òOne of the best 

defenses against malaria is 

a gauzy piece of fabric -a 

mosquito net.  Treated 

with insecticide and 

draped over beds, nets 

can cut infections by half 

and child deaths by a 

third.ó 

United Methodists have 

been in mission in Africa 

for more than 160 years 

operating hospitals, 

clinics, schools and 

mission centers .  Nothing 

But Nets  is just one visible 
part of that long -term 

commitment.  Bishop 

Palmer has set a goal of 

10,000 nets ($100,000) for 

our Iowa Conference.  As 

of Nov. 30, 6521 nets had 

been donated.  If you 

would like to purchase one 

or more bed nets just 

make your check to 

CUMC/WF and mark it 

Nothing But Nets .  $10 
can do a wonderful thing!  

Carolyn Cornette, Sending 

to Serve 

Hospital Visitations  

Methodist Church is my 

church.ó  There has been 

some confusion for some 

folks over having your 

name in the paper. These 

are two separate issues. 

You can tell them the name 

of the church and say ònoó 

I do not want my name in 

the paper. When you say 

òyesó I want my name in 

the paper, this does not 

give the hospital 

permission to notify the 

church or have your name 

listed in the hospital 

church census.  

We care about you and 

want to be there for you, 

so give us a call or give the 

hospital your churchõs 

name when you are 

admitted.  

May the God of comfort, 

strength, and compassion 

surround you.  

 

One great ad on TV --and 

we are part of it!  

Yes, you may have seen it.  

If you are a sports fan as I 

am, I am sure youõve seen 

it.  And we have a part in it 

and hereõs how and why. 

The people of the United 

Methodist Church are a 

founding partner in the 

Nothing But Nets  project.  

Other partners are the 

United Nations Foundation, 

the National Basketball 

Associationõs NBA Cares, 

and Sports Illustrated.  

Nothing But Nets  focuses 
on protecting children in 

Africa from the mosquitoes 

that carry the killer 
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