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About The Communicator 

The Communicator is a regular publication of Collegiate United Methodist Church 

and Wesley Foundation. The goal of The Communicator is to inform and involve 

people in the life and work of the church.  

The Lead Pastor of Collegiate United Methodist Church and Wesley Foundation is 

Rev. Scott Grotewold.  

The Communicator is compiled and produced by Wil Ranney, the Coordinator of 

Discipleship, Technology, and Communications. It is reviewed by members of the 

church staff, and printed by the office staff. 

Next deadline 5/15 (May 25 Issue)  

For your convenience, The Communicator has its own email address: 

communicator@cwames.org. This is the preferred method for submissions to The 

Communicator. 
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Deb Adams 

CUMC/WF has long been a supporter of 

Project Home Mission, a Mid-Iowa 

Community Action program that helps 

families struggling to achieve self-

sufficiency. We recently received an 

update on the two families we sponsor. 

Our first family consists of Sharon (age 

42) and her husband Ron (age 51). (Not 

their real names.) The family received 

some very bad news this quarter. Ron 

has been diagnosed with cancer. He 

has decided not to seek treatment and 

is hoping for quality of life with the help 

of pain medication. Sharon has had a 

very difficult time dealing with Ronõs 

diagnosis and continues to take 

medication for her depression and 

anxiety. She has become overwhelmed 

with keeping their very small home 

organized and manageable. Her Family 

Development Specialist has been 

working with her on strategies to get the 

house cleaned and less cluttered. 

Sharon and Ron are also concerned 

about difficult and out-of-character 

behavior that Sharonõs father has been 

exhibiting. They were able to convince 

him to see a doctor, but he wonõt share 

with them what the doctor has told him. 

The Specialist will continue to provide 

assistance and support to this family as 

they struggle through these challenging 

situations. 

Our next family consists of Jill (age 43) 

and her granddaughters Kate (age 6), 

Cindy (age 4) and Julia (age 3). (Not 

their real names.) Jill has temporary 

custody of her grandchildren because 

their mother left them a couple of years 

ago and their father, Jillõs son, has a 

criminal history and is unable to care 

for them. Jill entered the Project Home 

Mission program to receive support and 

assistance while she and the children 

adapt to this new living situation and to 

help Jill provide a stable living 

environment for the girls. The family 

has now exited from the Project Home 

Mission program because they have 

moved out of the community. Jill felt it 

would be best to move out of the area 

to keep the girls away from their 

unstable father until his parental rights 

were reinstated. She is considering 

seeking adoption of the girls. We will 

receive information on a new family 

during the next reporting cycle. 

Thank you to everyone who generously 

supports this worthwhile and successful 

program. 

Update on Project Home Mission Families 
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Rev. Jim Shirbroun 

A few weeks ago I shared with a group 

the parable of the fig tree (found in 

Luke 13:6-9). These four, concise 

verses have much to say to us about 

our lives and, this Spring, Iõm trying to 

listen with agricultural as well as 

spiritual ears. 

A disgruntled vineyard owner, fed up 

(or, rather, not fed at ALL!) with a 

fruitless fig tree orders the caretaker to 

cut the tree down. The caretaker, 

clearly taking his or her job title 

seriously, asks the owner to give the 

tree just one more year. During that 

time the caretaker promises to tend to 

the tree, digging around it, fertilizing it. 

If the tree doesnõt produce after this 

last round of nurturing then, the 

caretaker says, òyou can have it cut 

downó. 


