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Last month | wrote an article on Spiritual Gifts. Here is a second
installment on this most important subject.

1 Corinthians 12: 1, 7-11

Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, | do not want you
to be ignorant....
Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for
the common good. To one there is given through the Spirit the
message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge
by means of the same Spirit, to another faith by the same
Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to
another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another
distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different
kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of
tongues. All these are the work of one and the same Spirit,
and he gives them to each one, just as he determines.

Paul writes to the church in Corinth, “Now about spiritual
gifts, brothers, | do not want you to be ignorant...” Itis a terrible
problem if a Christian doesn't know what spiritual gift(s) they have been
given. Imagine if you gave a friend a brand new vehicle that perfectly suits

them and even after several years the person hasn't driven it anywhere.
In fact they haven't even acknowledged that they received the gift of the
new vehicle at all. What would you say to your friend? “Hey, how is your
new vehicle, has it served you well?” You can imagine how strange it
would be for your friend to say to you “What vehicle?.” Unfortunately many
Christians don't have the foggiest idea what gifts the Holy Spirit has given
them to serve and build up the church and the family of God.

Verse 11 states clearly, the Spirit gives spiritual gifts to each Christian, just
as he determines. You have one or more gifts especially picked out by
the Holy Spirit so you will boldly build up the church. Someday you will
be having a little talk with the Lord about our gift and he will ask us “how
did you do with our spiritual gift(s).” What would you say so far? “l have a
gift???!11 Sorry Lord,” or “Yes Jesus, thank you so much. It has been an
honor to use my gift to build up my church.”

Are you wondering about your gift(s)? Here are some of the
specific gifts listed in the Bible: administration, apostle, discernment,
encouragement, evangelism, faith, giving, healing, service, hospitality,
knowledge, leadership, mercy, music, pastoring, prophesy, teaching,
tongues, wisdom, and there are others. Paul exhorts us not to be ignorant
about this vital aspect of our Christian life together. You have one or more
of these gifts residing in you at this very moment. They have been hand
picked for you to do good work in the church and the world.

Here are some possible responses to this article;

1. You can ask God to reveal your spiritual gifts, by praying
right now.

2. You can test out one of the gifts listed above by taking
specific actionin  say...hospitality, giving, mercy,
or whatever gift you are sensing for the next few months. If
you do it with ease and joy that is a clear
affirmation.

3. You can ask a mature Christian what they think your gifts
might be.

4. You can take a spiritual gift survey. You can find them
online, or you can get one from me.

Using Our Gifts Together, Pastor David Votaw
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Upcoming Messages:
May 18, 2008
Following a Great Jesus:

Even John the Baptist had Doubts
Matthew 11:1-19

May 25, 2008
Following a Great Jesus:

Praise to the Father
Matthew 11:25-30

June 1, 2008

Following a Great Jesus
Matthew 12:22-29

June 8 & 15, 2008
Join Us for Outdoor Worship!

ABOUT HARVEST!

— ¥ ! =

Harvest Community Church (Presbyterian USA) offers
contemporary family services to lead you into a friendship,
and a closer walk with Jesus Christ, help develop you

into Christ-like maturity, and empower you for meaningful
ministry in your home, church, and society. Whether

you're a new believer, a mature Christian, or a seeker of
Truth, you will find Harvest is a loving place for you and
your family. Our church services are all about life. Each
Sunday’s message is designed to provide Biblical guidance
to help you live your best life. We do not care where

you've been. We care more about which direction you are
going! Harvest is here for you. Harvest offers practical
teaching, great contemporary music, casual dress and a
relaxed atmosphere. Our worship is done in a style that is
empowering, fun, encouraging, and God-centered. If you're
looking for an unchanging message in these changing times,
look no further than Harvest Church. We invite you to make
this “your” church. Come and experience a Sunday morning
at Harvest, 9:30AM. Childcare is provided. Enjoy!
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WORSHIP ATTENDANCE

March 30 132
April 6 156
April 13 164
April 20 155
April 27 121
May 4 139

HARVEST FELLOWSHIP (clip art)

“SLAVE SALE” & BRUNCH (clip art)

Need yard work done? Housework? Babysitting? Don't do
windows? Now's you change to have your own slave to do the “dirty
work.” Harvest is hosting it's annual Youth Servant Sale on Sunday, June
8th, immediately following the 9:30AM worship service to raise funds for
the Mission to Mexico trip. And there is a bonus! Deacons are providing
a special brunch for the occasion. So bring your checkbook, cash (sorry
no 10U’s) and be ready for some heavy bidding.

HONORING OUR GRADUATES

by Chris Martin

Youth Graduation Service will be held June 25" and our Jr. High, Sr. High
and College graduates will be honored during coffee hour. Students that
are graduating Jr. High are Aubrie Layne, Glenn Say,

Chase Lennemann, Wyatt Grow, and Cameron Peters. Students
graduating from Sr. High are Robert Bolton, Joey LiCalsi, Heidi
Richardson, Camyle Peters, Anneke Say, Courtney Norton (If | missed
anyone | am truly sorry).

This is a wonderful time to come together and share in this
accomplishment with them. We eat together, talk with the graduates
and get a chance to tell stories of the graduates. WOW! What a great
time together. Don't miss this event. There will be more information in
announcements and the bulletin.

SUNSET BEACH TRIP by Chris Martin
Now's your chance to swim in a God-

June 14™. This day trip is for youth and
adults alike. Save the date! For more
information, contact Chris Martin at 674-

4001.
PARENTING SERIES A
HIT!

The “Parenting is No Joke!” series
concluded last month, with an

average attendance of 14 people.
The parenting class was designed
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to assist parents, prospective parents, and single parents,
with a series of DVD topics over a 5-week period. It was

a great time to fellowship and sharing time with each other
in discussion after each video. The group headed over to
Perko’s for dinner or Ice cream to conclude the evening with
laughter and stories. Watch for another Family Ministry this
fall.

_

BBQ COOK-OFF A
WINNER!

The smells of eight BBQ's stoking
away lured 80 people to this
year's BBQ Chicken Cook-off,
with each contestant hoping to
bring home the prized Rubber
Chicken Award. Believe it or

not, but Jayson Smelzer was

this year’s winner--again! For
the second year in a row, Jayson
mixed a BBQ brew and BBQ'd up
the winning recipe. So what's in
the secret sauce? “He wouldn't
reveal it,” lamented Chris Martin,
Coordinator.

In addition to lots of chicken, sides of baked beans, potato salad and rolls

were served. Then it was off to the movies--in the worship center--to see
“Flywheel.” Thank you to all for those who participated!

CO-ED SOFTBALL LEAGUE

It's that time again to dust off your mitts
and start swinging that bat for Summer
Church League’s Co-ed Softhall,
sponsored by the City of Madera Parks
& Recreation. Play will start either the
last week of June or after July 4". Game
nights are expected to be Thursday
evenings. For more information, contact
Adrian Della Porta at 675-1035.

Save the date! Mark your calendars! This year’s All-Church
Retreat is set for September 12-14, 2008 at Calvin Crest

Conferences. A planning group is forming. If you are
interested in being part of the Retreat Team, call the church
office at 674-4001.

HARVEST WOMEN
May Oasis-Carolyn’s Trip to India

“Qasis of Rest” - A place of refreshment and
encouragement, devotion, laughter, fellowship, and,
of course, food, will be on break for June, July, and
August. Watch for Fall Kick off in September.

WOMEN’S RETREAT REPORT
by Sheila Chandler

“Retouch” was this year’s Calvin Crest Women's Retreat theme, and it
was a wonderful time for all.

The speaker was Chris Welch--a mother, pastor’s wife, and former jr. high
teacher, and her hushand was pastor in Oakhurst for many years.

This special time in the mountains was centered on getting reconnected
with God!  Activities included the Giant Swing, Pedal Boats, hiking and
enjoying the mountains. Devotion time was spending one hour in silence
with God as we read Psalm 139. The Craft activity - retouching

a black & white copy of a photo of a field of flowers or Butterfly with
Watercolor paints was fun--and made all of us artists!

Those attending were Grace Papagrian , her niece Marty from Modesto,
Angela Martinez, Bobbi Jo Avila, Carolyn Pipes, Hazel Toler, Gayle
Pinske, Cheryl Votaw, Sheila Chandler and Lisa Gustafson
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We are all signing up for next year — which will be the same weekend
— the last weekend in April 24-26. Registration begins January 2009.

“OASIS” TEA PARTY FUN
by Sheila Chandler

Those attending The Second Hand Rose Fashion Show & Tea enjoyed
their morning beverage in Vintage Tea Cups. Delightful decorative Tea
Sandwiches , ambrosia and Creampuffs were beautiful to the sight
and the taste buds. Special Thanks to Barbara Osborne and Leann
Richardson for providing these Treasures for our Taste Buds! Treasures
of Cheryl Votaw, Jane Wiebe and Janelle Seibert were shared, Jane
conducted a devotion for the morning.

Vintage Treasures were modeled by many who attend the tea. These
treasures were picked up at local Thrift shops or treasures given to us by
family remade into stylish fashions. Each person modeling strolled up
and described their item and cost. Many guests attended including Terri
Callihan’s mother from Oakhurst who loves shopping at Second hand
stores!

HARVEST MENS FELLOWSHIP
MEN’S SPRING SOFTBALL LEAGUE

Men's Spring Softball League is in
full swing. All games are played
at Millview Ball Park: May 15
@6:30PM vs. Anaya Tile; May 19
@7:35PM vs. Evapco; May 22
@7:35PM vs. Bandits; May 29

Playoffs 6:30 & 8PM.

PROMISE KEEPERS 2008

Promise Keepers (PK), the international ministry to men, will hold
its high energy men’s conference in seven cities in 2008, including
Fresno, marking 18 years of life-transforming events in sports arenas
across the United States. The theme for the gatherings is “Manhood '08:
Let the Truth Be Told,” and is set for June 27-28, 2008.

The program runs Friday evening from 6:30 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. and on

Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

“The concept of manhood itself is under assault in our culture,”
said Dr. Tom Fortson, president and CEO of Promise Keepers. “Fewer
and fewer children are being raised under the influence of their fathers,
and without a constructive masculine role model. Sexuality is totally
distorted. We need help with our identity and priorities, and Promise
Keepers events help men address these issues like no other experience.”
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EQUIPPING MEN FOR BATTLE

From the opening downbeat of the drums, to the closing “Amen,” the 2008
Promise Keepers conference is designed to speak directly to the minds
and hearts of men. In the strongest possible terms, the sessions will
outline the spiritual, moral and intellectual territory that must be claimed

if men are to fulfill their potential and destiny. The sessions are framed

as “battle-planning:” “The Battle for Eternity,” “The Battle for Absolutes,”
“The Battle for Growth,” “The Battle for Sexual Freedom,” “The Battle for
Priorities,” and “The Battle for Influence.”

If you are interested in attending this year's PK, contact the church office
at 674-4001.

HARVEST YOUTH by Chris Martin

“For physical training is of some value, but godliness has
value for all things, holding promise for both the present
life and the life to come. This is a trustworthy saying that
deserves full acceptance (and for this we labor and strive),
that we have put our hope in the set and example for the
believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity” (1
living God, who is the Savior of all men, and especially of
those who believe. Command and teach these things. Don't
let anyone look down on you because you are young, but
Timothy 4:8-12) (NIV)

Wow! Is the only way to describe this event? We were
challenged to go against what society says that is normal
and acceptable. There were commitments to go against the
flow. 1 Timothy gives us an example of that. He tells us that
physical training is great for now, but our spiritual training is
better no only for now also for the life to come. He goes on
to tell us to set and example. How do we set that example?
We set in speech, life, love, faith and purity. We let our
voice be heard. We let the world know that we are not going
to accept what they say is normal. We are letting our voice
be heard in what God says in nhormal.

In this event we were challenged, stretched, and filled. Out
of this awesome event comes a poem written by a student
who attended. Allow me to share this with you.

LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD!
By Toni Herring

Let your voice be heard!
Nothing about that is absurd,
Just speak out for Jesus.
Not just to please us,
but to let others know.
There is a safe path on which you can go.
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Even though the waters are not always calm.
If you choose the path;
The one with Jesus.
The storms wrath cannot retrieve us.
Because is God there is peace, with no limit, no lease.
And over flowing joy.
That everyone can enjoy, either girl, either boy.
And we have dreams,
To do something wonderful and great.
The devil saw and did hate.
He doesn’t want us to live our dreams,
But he can never stop us, because Jesus is on our team!
So let your voice be heard!
And show others that real, true, love you can only get from
God above.

Praise God for the young people that went. They are making
a difference now. Continue to pray for them as they make
their voice heard for Christ.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

It's never too
soon to start
thinking about
Vacation Bible
School! This
year's theme

is “SonWorld
Adventure Park,”
featuring Bible
stories, games,
crafts, songs, and
snacks. Theme
Park Adventure!
Avisit to a theme
park means heart-stopping rides, yummy foods, fun souvenirs and
exciting adventure with family and friends. Kids will get to make games,
souvenirs, Bible verse reminders and more! Mark your calendars for July
14-18"™  We need help in all areas. For more information, contact the
church office at 674-4001.

COLLEGE GROUP

Harvest's College Group meets on Sundays evenings at
8:15PM at Starbucks on Howard Road. We are in a series called “Tough
Questions.” The book we are studying is called “How does anyone
know God Exists?” We are discussing the questions: Does God exist in
the world in the present time we are living in spite of everything that is
happening in the world?

YOUTH CONNECTION WEEKLY EVENTS

SUNDAY: Youth Bible Study for Junior

& Senior High meet in the Youth Hut every
Sunday morning during the 9:30AM worship
service. Youth meet in the Worship Center for
the start of worship, then leave for Bible study at
the conclusion of Children’s Time.

SUNDAY: “Leadership for the Next
Generation,” meets on Sundays at 7PM, at
Round Table on Howard. We are studying “The 21 Irrefutable Laws of
Leadership.” This is a lifelong journey for those who are called to lead, for
those who want to lead and for those who already do lead. If you want to
lead your generation and not follow, then this is for YOU!

MONDAY: Wake up! On Monday mornings we meet for fellowship at
Café Coffee at 10AM and 7PM. Come and get some caffeine and *hang’
with others to get you through the day and week ahead of you.

TUESDAY: Jr. High meets 6:30PM, at the church, rocking out with our
youth band. We are also starting a new study series, “True Love Waits:
Courting, Dating, and Hanging Out.” We are going to take a look at
relationships and what God says about them. We are also continuing our
battle between genders. Parents are welcome to come hang out with us.

WEDNESDAY ALL-YOUTH BIBLE STUDY
NIGHT:! We meet at Café Coffee at 7PM. We have started a new
series, “Faith Hall of Fame,” based on Hebrew Chap. 11.

HARVEST CHILDREN’S
MINISTRIES

AT
ildren’s Ministries

HARVEST “SONSHINE KIDS” SUNDAY
SCHOOL

Children’s Sunday school is offered for all ages
during the 9:30AM worship service. Nursery
News: For those with young ones, don't forget we
have a staffed Nursery every Sunday from 9:30AM
until church service is over. Our staff is CPR
certified and we are equipped with pagers. Stop by
and meet our staff!

Mid-Week Children’s Program:
ALL-STARS FOR JESUS

Our All-Stars program has been averaging 18-20 kids this season,
and we need your help! Snack-helpers are needed to supply cookies and
treats for these hungry hordes. Please deliver your snacks to the church

office prior to the Wednesday program and designate them for “All-Stars.”
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Geared towards PreK-K through 6™ grade, children are invited

to learn through Bible stories, worship, and play. ASFJ meet each
Wednesday night 6PM-7:30PM. Volunteers are always needed. To help,
please contact the church office at 674-4001.

And don’t forget parents that there is a Small Group that meets
at Conner Hall, that meets at the same time as All-Stars, beginning at
6pm. Studying “The Purpose-Driven Life,” Bob Carlson leads this lively
discussion and insightful study.

HARVEST MISSIONS

CHURCH FLEA MARKET CASHES IN!
“It's truly been a success!” exclaimed Elaine Ly p—
Sams, noting that this year’s All-Church ﬁuﬂ--ﬁ &
Yard Sale & Flea Market raised over $4,300. ﬂm{-ﬁ_@f)’
“The quilt | made brought in $427 alone,”
she said. What were the hot sellers?

“The hot sellers included a doll collection
from Curtis Chandler’'s mother, and an
assortment of new boots that were mis-
marked, but otherwise nothing wrong with
them,” Elaine said. “Here—you need these
new boots for your trip to Mexico! Look at
mine!”

The yard sale items were grouped together, so there was a
“bookstore” for books, and “boutique” for clothing articles.
“Alvin sorted and folded clothes for two weeks, and with
the help of Grace Paparigian, they set up their “Boutique,”
Elaine pointed out. “Our “Garden of Eden” booth promoted
food items—cookies, hot dogs, and tamales—which sold
out.”

All funds raised will support this year's mission to Mexico. A big thank-you
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goes to all those who donated, worked, and bought items.

MISSION MEXICO 2008 by Bob Carlson

Approximately 40 people have signed up for this year's Mission Mexico
June 22-28, 2008.
There are three important events coming up pertaining to our Mission:

SUNDAY, MAY 18: Paperwork & Informational Meeting-following
church service, lunch provided. RSVP 661-2007 so we have enough
food. Parents-please attend with your child to complete emergency
cards, medical forms, trip participation forms and to receive information
about the trip. Please bring medical and insurance information with you.
Topics discussed: Safety, itineraries, transportation, packing, tools.

SUNDAY, JUNE 8: SERVANT SALE-immediately following the
service. Brunch provided by the Deacons. This is for everyone at church!
We will be calling you for your services!!

SUNDAY, JUNE 15: COMMISSIONING of all Mission trip
participants will take place during the church service.

SUITCASES FOR KIDS!

We continue to thank each one of you for continuing to remember and
support our Mission Project. We have collected 160 suitcases, duffel
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bags and suitcases plus toys, toothbrushes, tooth paste and other
items the children can use. We just want to remind all of you that this
is an ongoing project and with your help and help of your friends and
the community can we make it possible. This is a great way to let these
children know that we care about them and want to help each one of
them. If any of you have any questions, please call Helen Lewis, 674-
7108 or Yvonne Millhollen, 674-7243.

CHANGE FOR BABIES

Saving lives, relying on God, and impacting eternity. This is the motto of Door of
Hope which is sponsoring a fundraising campaign called, “Change for Babies.”
Funds raised will support children affected or inflicted with AIDS by placing them
with loving, stable Christian environments in order to encourage them to become
upright citizens and agents of change in South Africa and the world.

It came about when founders of Door of Hope noticed that in greater
Johanneshurg alone, 40-50 babies were being abandoned every month and left to
die of starvation or exposure. The Lord was prodding them to do something about
this crying need.

Thus, “Change for Babies” was born. To do your part, pick up a baby bottle in the
church office. It's easy to fill up a bottle with loose change, dollar bills, and even
checks. All bottles need to be returned to the office by Sunday, June 15th. Got
questions? Call the church office at 674-4001.

HARVEST ADMINISTRATION NEWS
SESSION NOTES by Mo Graham

Session has been concerned about the church finances, particularly since the
giving for the first few months of this year is thousands of dollars less than last
year. The Session has committed to pray daily for individual and family finances
in our congregation, particularly as many are experiencing the effects of increased
cost of living expenses, the national economic downturn, and other hardships.
The Session is asking each member of the congregation to pray likewise. Please
also pray for the church to have sufficient funds to cover ministry expenses.

The Session has been discussing the interconnectedness of the churches
programs, and to help frame that discussion is currently reading the book Simple
Church by Thom S. Reiner and Eric Geiger. The staff and church deacons are
also reading the book. The Session is inviting the deacons, staff and all past
elders to read the book and meet together on June 1st for 1 hour after worship

to share thoughts and ideas.

MEET A DEACON: LUIS MADRID

Hello, My Name is Louis Madrid. | was born in Fresno and raised in San
Jose, CA. By the time | was sixteen, | was using and dealing drugs. A
year later, God got a hold of my life and turned me around 180°. | was
called to the ministry two years later. | left home and my old way of living
and went to Baton Rouge, LA to go to Bible college. After two years in
school, Yvette and | got married. | finished up my schooling in Hereford,
AZ. My senior year, the school president asked me to be his assistant
pastor as he was also the pastor at the local church. After graduating, |
received my license to preach with the Assemblies of God. We had our
first child, Camille five years later (now attending Madera High), and then

we had Samuel James in 1999 (attending Crossroads) and Jesse David
in 2005 (future Crossroads student). Yvette and | are coming to our 20th
anniversary in July of this year.

Currently, | am teaching at Crossroads Christian School, I've taught at
Crossroads for 5 years now, but altogether I've been teaching for 12
years. | do not know how long I will be teaching, but | know as long as
God wants me to continue, | will. | know that just as Moses and David had
their sheep, so | have mine (students).

After a few years with the Assemblies of God, and careful study of
scriptures, | felt a need or calling to leave the denomination a take up the
Modern Reformation. My first love is studying theology. | love Harvest
Community Church and the people God has placed in my life. When

we first moved to Madera 6 years ago, we always noticed Harvest
Community church felt very drawn to it. Somehow we just knew that this
would be our home church. | am honored to serve you as your deacon.

MISSING TABLES & CHAIRS

We have many upcoming
events and a number of our tables and chairs have gone missing!
Please check your homes and garages and return these items to the
church as soon as possible. The people of Harvest can borrow tables
and chairs provided that they are not needed here at the church during
scheduled events. All you're asked to do is come in to the office and sign
an agreement that you will return items in your possession back to the
church in a timely manner.

HARVEST PRAYER
FIRST SATURDAY PRAYER by Sue Overstreet

We meet the first Saturday each
month at 8:00AM in Connor Hall.
It is such a blessing to spend
time with others in prayer. For the
coming year, make a New Year
resolution that you come AT
LEAST once in 2008.

If you simply cannot come
on Saturday morning once
a month, but would like to
join us in prayer, please
send me your e-mail
address, and | would be happy to send you a copy of our
prayer needs for the month. If you don’'t have a computer
and still would like to pray, let us know, and we will see that
you get a copy. My e-mail address is: sueoverstreet@shcglobal.
net.

PRAYER CHAIN

If meetings are not for you, sign up for our Prayer Chain and we'll email
you specific personal prayer requests and praises. There are no “hidden
PAGE 7
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regarding the request as you get them. 1 Bob Pitman
2 John Gustafson Layne, James & Kelli 1
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14 Bruce Norton Della Porta, Adrian & Laurie 29
14 Marion Overgaard
THE FELLOWSHIP OF BELIEVERS by 14 Shirley Pinske
Sharon Overgaard 15 Eric Pfiitzner
Come join us after church on Sunday mornings in Conner Hall for 15 Kimberly Porter
fellowship, prayer, and Bible study. We are studying 2 Corinthians. 16 Michael Huddleston .
Everyone is welcome! We start the class with fellowship, then we have 17 Stephanie Sams
Bible study. Upon completion of our study we take prayer requests and 18 Emie LiCalsi
close with prayer. For more information, contact the church office at 674- %g Eg\sl:ﬁ II:II((a:r?]LSa{n
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