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EQUPPED FOR LIFE 
Summer has quickly hastened by and fall is at the door.  Our college students have already left 

for another school year.  Teachers in our school systems have been preparing for the start of classes and 
will greet their new students beginning Tuesday, the 2nd of September.  Likewise our church school has 
been preparing for the first day of classes on September 7th.  Across the globe almost all societies, na-
tions and races of people stress the importance of an educated citizenry.  In some ways, like the Olym-
pics, American education seems to be in competition with the nations of the world.  Education is impor-
tant as we focus our energy and resources even from infancy on having all the right stuff to get into the 
best college or university.  Would that we had the same focus in our faith in Christ. 

Education began with the family and the church.  Universities had their beginning in the church.  
Harvard was founded by Methodists.  Christianity was at the foundation of continuing education.  Yet 
now Christianity is nearly banned in many of our state-run institutions.  What happened? 

Let me clarify right-off—I’m no scholar on education in America but that doesn’t mean I may 
not have an opinion or two.  In colonial America faith and morality were passed on from generation to 
generation in the family.  Children were taught in the home and on the farm working alongside parents 
and grandparents, aunts and uncles.  There the family values and faith—along with reading, writing and 
arithmetic were passed on.  Into the fast wilderness moved the missionaries, including the Methodist 
circuit riders establishing churches across the landscape of America.  The claim was made a few years 
ago that there was a Methodist church in every zip code.  I doubt that’s true today with many churches 
having closed in recent years. 

Eventually many of these churches established schools and took over much of the teaching of 
the three R’s—and a 4th “R”: religion.  Eventually communities took over this responsibility and during 
the 19th century the Sunday school movement was begun.  Today formal faith—especially Christian-
ity—is not permitted in our public education.  That leaves the Sunday school, one hour, if that, every 
Sunday during the school year to try to impart the faith and the story of that faith from the Holy Bible to 
our youngsters.  What used to be a 24/7 experience of learning in the family is now compressed into a 
precious few hours—and then only through about 7th or 8th grade when we are confirmed.  Some would 
say “graduated” from Sunday school. 

So why this history lesson on religious education—because we still think it is important at the 
Markesan UMC to pass on our faith to the next generation and even to grow in our own faith.  We do 
this by continuing to have a Sunday school program.  And so we invite, indeed, encourage you to see 
your children and grandchildren and neighbor’s children, and you too, are in class each and every Sun-
day, beginning September 7th at 9:30.  Yes, there is an adult class for who of us yet has our faith estab-
lished beyond all doubt and understanding? 

Christianity in America is becoming the church of gray hair and unless we pass the faith along 
the faith with pass on as we continue to close churches.  Personally, I can’t imagine trying to navigate 
the ups and downs of life without a vital faith in Christ.  I believe I was equipped for life via my educa-
tion in the family, in the school and in the church.  And it is imperative we do the same for our children 
today. Will you join me in doing your part by supporting our Sunday school with your prayers, your par-
ticipation and your service?  May God bless our efforts. 

Pastor Paul 



Second Mile Giving for September- 
 
The Bible tells us how Pharaoh in Egypt murdered the children of Israel, so they would 
not multiply and gain power over the Egyptians.  Herod murdered the children, so no one 
would get in his way.  And the Israelites even went so far to sacrifice their children to 
other gods.  What an abomination—but what did our society learn from it?  Today statis-
tics show that 2,740 babies are killed every day Why?  Is there no adoration for God our 
creator left?  Is it self-esteem, self satisfaction, self righteousness? 
 
As the Crisis Pregnancy Centers try to help mothers with unwanted pregnancies, let us 
try to do our best to support these institutions.  You may write your check just like every 
month for our second mile giving or you can take one of the baby bottles in the back of 
the church and fill it with your coins and bring it back by Sept. 28. 

Tracts: 
God wants us to be a testimony and a light to people so that the blind will open their 
eyes, and those in darkness will see light.  That can only be done if we who love God 
will take the time and effort to do all we can to bring the good news of God’s sacrifice 
and love to every individual possible.  This month, “RELIGIOUS:  BUT NOT RIGHT 
WITH GOD”  and other choices in the Tract Rack are available for distributions.  Al-
ways pray that your efforts will bring glory to God. 
 
FOR SCHOOL ATTENDEES OF ALL AGES:  “PROMISES FOR STUDENTS.” 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Praise the Lord 

I am so happy to report that all our graduates have passed the government exams 
with high averages; the percentage rate for Hope school is 100%, whereas the general 
passing rate for other schools is only 51% 

Your prayers, spiritual and finance support to our children and school, is a great 
blessing. 

We thank our Lord Jesus Christ for His love to our Children and school. 

We thank you deeply for being faithful to our mission and school. 

In Christ 

Solomon Nour, Director 



Your Invited 
So Save the Date 

 
United Methodist Women Annual  

Potluck 
Thursday, September 11, 2008 

At 
6:00 p.m. 

In the Newly Painted Fellowship Hall 
 

The Program will be presented by Deputy Sheriff, Detective Joshua Ward 
 

Detective Ward is in charge of  the Drug Related Department in Green 
Lake County 

 
Detective Ward will be bring our new drug sniffing dog and demonstrate 

their skills. 
 

So Come, Bring a Friend, a Dish to Pass, Your Own tableware, and we 
will 

See You There!!!! 
 
 

Sunday School 
Begins on 

Sunday, September 7th 
At 9:30 am 

 
Reminder also that the Children’s Choir will be singing the 

4th Sunday of the month.   
Please mark your calendars and plan to be there to support your 

children and their Sunday School/Children Choir Leaders 



A note from Thad Wilkinson- 
 
8/12/08 
Dear Markesan Friends, 
 
We have now returned to the office from our eight-week road trip through Michigan and 
Wisconsin and are able to help our office staff dig out of their backlog.  Our newsletter is 
being expanded and will be printed soon.  The purpose of this road trip was to launch our 
new child sponsorship programs.  This program will bring life and Life Eternal to an ever 
increasing number of abandoned and orphaned children.  I want to make it very clear that 
you have brought us to this point.  Your support was instrumental in expanding our little 
mission from 25 kids in St. Vincent in 2004 to 447 kids in 7 orphanages today.  Your 
faithful support for this mission spreads the Gospel on the front lines and also provides 
clothes, food, and love to the least of these.  Although you are already ministering to 
many children through your gifts to Interhope, if you have sponsored or plan to sponsor a 
specific child please be aware that your mission giving and sponsorship giving will be ac-
counted for on two separate receipts and then totaled at the end of the year.  This helps us 
to segregate the funds in our accounting so that designated gifts may be directed to each 
orphanage.   
 
My heart is full of thanksgiving that even in difficult economic times God’s people reach 
out with the love of Christ to transform lives.  Thank you for making our world a little bit 
better today.  You are in our hearts and in our prayers. 
 
To date the Markesan UMC has given $1,433.32 towards the Interhope Orphan Rescue 
and Orphanage Development. 
 
Thad 

From Red Bird Mission- 
 
Under the direction of the Family Ministries Coordinator, 4 Yen Leaders (Red Bird Mission 
High School students and graduates) facilitate the Summer Youth Program.  Up to 40 young 
people, ages 6-15, from three area counties are picked up by the Mission school busses or are 
driven by friends and parents to the Queendale Campus to take part in the program. 
 
A typical day starts with breakfast.  The opening session begins with prayer, singing and an-
nouncements.  There is a skit to introduce the theme of the day’s lessons. 
 
Smaller groups are formed for the age-appropriate lessons teaching life skills grounded in 
Biblical principles.  After lunch, there are crafts and games.    There was a field trip to the 
Barbourville Water Park and another one will be held to a Lexington Legends (Class A) 
baseball game soon.   
 
To date the Markesan UMC has donated $1,248.00 towards the Red Bird Mission. 
 



ALL-CHURCH PAPER DRIVE 
 

October 11th is the date selected for the 
Fall Paper Drive 

 
This date was chosen because of the promise of it being a beauti-

ful fall day with Blue Skies and Moderate Temperatures. 
 

Although our posters will say “Youth Paper Drive,” the plan is to 
allow anyone to volunteer to help, not just youth 

 
Start now to save your newspapers, 

The profits can be used in support of our 
 Michigan Habitat Ministry or for Prison Disciple Materials.  

ONLY MEN INVITED 
WHAT: Breakfast 
WHEN: Saturday, September 13, at 8:00 a.m. 
WHERE: Church Fellowship Hall 
WHY: Because we can and because we should 
WHY: Men tend to be loaners and we devised this gimmick to get us together 
WHY: Because the pastor is fixing a Men’s breakfast—from scratch no less 



 

YEP...RIPON IS HOSTING THE BONFIRE AGAIN THIS YEAR...BUT...WE ARE HAVING IT AT A DIFFERENT LOCATION.  THE FAM-
ILY (PRELLWITZ'S) THAT NORMALLY SO GRACIOUSLY HOST US ARE UNABLE TO DO IT THIS YEAR DUE TO FAMILY OBLIGA-

TIONS...SO.... 

I (SHANNON ROGERS) AM HOSTING IT AT MY COTTAGE IN GREEN LAKE(DIRECTIONS BELOW)... 

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 7TH 5:00-7:30PM 

BRING YOUR SWIMSUITS! 

IF THE WEATHER IS WARM WE WILL BE ABLE TO SWIM AND MAYBE DO A BIT OF TUBING AS WELL...SO... 

WE WILL HAVE YARD GAMES...BONFIRE WITH S'MORES...TONS OF FUN!! 

RIPON WILL PROVIDE DRINKS, HOTDOGS, BUNS, AND THE S'MORE FIXINS 

PLEASE BRING SNACKS/DESSERTS/ETC...TO SHARE 

PLEASE RSVP BY NO LATER THAN SEPT 2ND WITH THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE YOU THINK MIGHT ATTEND FROM YOUR CHURCH! 

DIRECTIONS TO OUR COTTAGE: 

 

 

TAKE HWY 23 FROM RIPON TOWARDS GREEN LAKE, TURN LEFT ON CTY A (1ST NT'L BANK WILL BE ON YOUR RIGHT AND THE 
CROSSROADS MARKET WILL BE ON YOUR LEFT).  FOLLOW CTY A APPROXIMATELY A MILE OR SO, TURN RIGHT ON ILLINOIS 
AVE, TAKE THE FIRST LEFT ON KLAVER ST (IT'S WHERE THE ROAD KIND OF Y'S...YOU ARE ACTUALLY TURNING LEFT ONTO A 

BOAT LANDING...OUR PROPERTY IS ON THE RIGHT)  PARK ON THE BOAT LANDING.  IF YOU GET LOST CALL MY CELL AT (920)(920)(920)(920)
948948948948----2626.2626.2626.2626. 



  
 

IMMANUEL 
 

 
 
 
 
 

sponsored 
Steak Fry 

 (Everybody’s invited, not just men!) 

September 6, 2008 at 6:00 pm 

at Immanuel United Methodist Church 

401 W. Fond du Lac Street, Ripon, WI 

(920)748-6695 

 

Music and Message by Rev. Paul Yoder, Former 

IUMC member and current pastor of Markesan 

UMC 

at 7:00 pm 

 

Bring your own meat to grill and your own tableware. 

Side Dishes will be provided by CJ’s Catering. 

Call reservations to IUMC church office (920-748-

6695) or to  

Tom Worrall (920-748-7531) by September 3. 



INSIGHT 
The more you give, the more you get… 
The more you laugh, the less you fret… 

The more you do unselfishly, 
The more you live abundantly… 

The more of everything you share, 
The more you’ll always have to spare… 
The more you love, the more you’ll find 

That life is good and friends are kind. 
For only what we give away, 
Enriches us from day to day. 

  -Helen Steiner Rice 

 1  Ron/Karen Davis-Ann 14  Jim Clark 

     Kendall Wagener 18  Julie "Ernie" Allen 

 2  Madelyn Michels 20  Tom/Lisa Panten-Ann. 

     Nancy/Terry Habeger-Ann. 22  Pat/Paul Yoder-Ann 

 3  Marvin Olson 23  Jessica/Matthew Marwitz-Ann. 

     Clarence Bush 24  Gary/Sue Laybourn-Ann. 

     Dan/Bridget Vredeveld-Ann      Milo Daw 

 4  Margaret Whirry       Jason Davis 

 5  Miranda Cluppert 25  Ella Panten 

 6  Kathy Kohn 26  Fae Coleman 

     Amy Allen      Harlan Travis 

 8  Erin Krueger 27  Maurice/Mae Abendroth-Ann. 

 9  Merle Lohry 28      Richard Schweder 

     Paul/Sandra Plueddemann-Ann.  

10  Matt Jahnke  

     Marc/Karen Jacksowski-Ann.  

11  Robert Davis  

12  Jeff/Dawn Franke-Ann  

13  Shirley Helpap  


