Q: Is the God of Islam (Allah) the same as our God of Christianity?
The answer is no. The God of Islam is not the same God as the God of Christianity. Some mistakenly say that there are many routes to God and that is untrue. There is one way to eternal life, and that is through Jesus Christ (John 14:6; Acts 4:11-12).

The Bible tells us that we can’t earn eternal life. The Bible says, “not by works so that no one may boast.” Salvation is a free gift. In fact, the Bible tells us that we deserve death and separation from God. “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 6:23) We deserve an eternity in hell, which is called the second death (Revelation 20:14-15), but in Christ we are forgiven. 

One characteristic that makes Christianity different from all other religions is the truth that we cannot earn our way to God. We are saved by grace through faith alone and not by works. It couldn’t be more different.  

It has been said like this,

“The biblical God alone addresses and solves the problem of sin by giving His Son.”

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.”  John 3:16 ff
 

The question naturally leads into our second question,

Q: Why are there different types of religions? Are they worshipping the same God or worshipping something else?
The Bible makes it completely clear that there is only one God. One God, three distinct Persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit (see article on the Trinity). So why are there many different types of religions? The answer is because Satan is a counterfeiter. He takes what is good and genuine and he twists it. Remember the game Where’s Waldo? You looked for him and looked for him. The more things that were happening in the picture, the harder it was to find what you were looking for. I believe that is Satan’s strategy. He wants to confuse and lead astray. The Bible says the God of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers (2 Corinthians 4:4). 

The story has been told about CS Lewis. One time he was late to a meeting and when he arrived, they were discussing what makes Christianity different then other religions. He right away said, “Oh that is easy, Grace.”

Grace has been defined as... 
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In other words, we don’t deserve to be reconciled to God, we don’t deserve to be forgiven of sin, but Jesus paid the price for us. Jesus bore the wrath that we deserved. 

We need a Savior, someone to rescue us. Other religions are peoples attempt to reach up to God. They think they can somehow with enough works, please him. Impossible. As fallen people we often minimize the grossness of sin to an infinitely holy God. While God is just and will judge sin, God is also loving and made a way for our sin to be judged and paid for. Scripture tells us that God reached down to man by sending his Son. 

I was on my way to church recently and caught part of a sermon by Alistair Begg, the Scottish preacher, who preached in America. He said this,

“For the message proclaimed is the power of God. And the message is the cross of Jesus Christ. Incidentally this is one of the key differences between Protestantism and Roman Catholicism. Roman Catholicism says that Christ is contemporary in the mass. 
That is why it is very important to take the Mass. The reformed church says, that Christ is contemporary in the message. That is why it is very important to preach the Word. It is not a difference of style it is a difference of Theology. It is a foundational difference.”
Do you get what he is saying? The Catholics take Mass, believing that the bread and wine become the literal blood and body of Christ (called Transubstantiation). They believe that somehow, something profound is happening in that moment. While yes, the taking of communion is a very important ordinance, it still remains just that: an ordinance. Protestants, rightly realize that Communion isn’t where the power is found. The power is found in the message of the cross. Communion is remembering and refocusing on that message. The power is found in that simple message: Jesus Christ crucified.  

Other religions are man’s attempt to reach God through ritual, through sacrifice, through service. Christianity is God reaching down to man and paying a price God did not owe, because we had a debt that we could never pay. 

We do need to stop here for a moment as we realize that the Lord desires that none should perish but all come to repentance. The Lord may use you to reach out to someone. He may even use you to reach out to a Muslim. If we are not careful, we can become so political that we don’t want to reach out any longer to certain lost groups of people. The guy living as a homosexual needs Jesus; the man caught in the false religion of Islam needs Jesus. The confused Catholic needs Jesus. The lady clutching her stomach as she leaves the abortion clinic needs Jesus. So if we are not careful, we can stop seeing people as lost souls and start seeing them as enemies. May we ask the Lord to give us a heart for the lost and hurting.

In the book of Jonah, we find Jonah not wanting to go to Nineveh. The people were evil. Jonah was patriotic and didn’t want Nineveh to repent. He knew what they had done and what they were capable of doing. We know that Jonah eventually did go and the people repented. Jonah is upset and we read these words in chapter 4.

10 And the Lord said, “You pity the plant, for which you did not labor, nor did you make it grow, which came into being in a night and perished in a night. 11 And should not I pity Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than 120,000 persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also much cattle?”
The church is not a political organization, we are a life saving station, we are the body of Christ, we are to reach the lost, to make disciples of all nations. The Bible says that, “while we were still sinners Christ died for us.” Christ died for the Muslim and the Buddhist and the atheist so that those lost souls might look to Jesus and be saved. I am not minimizing sin, they are in great sin and they need to know our Great Savior! 

As you think back, do you remember how your life was before coming to Christ?

1 Corinthians 6, 

9 Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, 10 nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.
“And such were some of you.” You may not have been living in adultery, but your eyes perhaps stared through the review mirror at the female jogger. You may have never picked up a gun and pointed at someone, but you stayed up at night hating another person in your thoughts, and perhaps even hoping they would get in a wreck on their way home. 

We tend to say, “Wow, I am glad I am not like so and so who did such and such.” But as you look at the list in 1 Corinthians 6, and as you study Christ’s words in the Sermon on the Mount, you must come to the conclusion that we are all in need of a Savior. And now that he has changed you and is changing you (Philippians 1:6), you can remember where you came from and look at those still bound and say, “but for the grace of God, there go I.” As that wonderful song says, “My chains are gone, I’ve been set free.” There are people who are still bound in chains.

Look at how John Piper says it:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EOc-l8mJ0Vw&feature=related  
3 points of application, through 3 questions:

1. Have you put your faith in Christ’s substitutionary death on the cross for you? There is hope in no other name; there is forgiveness in no other name. There is life in no other name.   

Do we get the fact that because of our sin, we deserve eternal hell? There is nothing we can do in and of ourselves, to appease God’s wrath. You can give to the poor, you can download every podcast of every sermon I have preached and listen to them, you can memorize the Bible, you can do all these things and yet still fall short, because of sin. The vast majority of those who think they are Christians believe they will get to heaven by being good. That is a lie; it’s the lie of religions around the world.   
Look at Isaiah 53: All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.
Romans 3: None is righteous, no, not one
That little deceptive lie you told at work, that lustful thought at home, that prideful self-adulation amongst your friends; that hate, that backbiting, that critical heart. We have all sinned. But there was one who could appease the wrath of God. 

 Romans 3, 

23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26 It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. 29 Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, 30 since God is one—who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith. 31 Do we then overthrow the law by this faith? By no means! On the contrary, we uphold the law.
Verse 31 is important to see. We will live righteously as believers, not in order to be saved but because we are saved. It is fruit that will flow from our lives. We now have the power to live it. 
2. If you are a believer in Christ, have you recently reflected upon that amazing grace? As a believer if you stumble, run to his grace for forgiveness and life. Look to the cross, not just for salvation, but for sanctification. Look to His grace to change you, ask him to change you into the person he wants you to be. And rejoice in what He has done for you! "I am not what I ought to be, I am not what I wish to be, I am not what I hope to be; but by the grace of God, I am not what I was." ~ John Newton 
3. Do you care for the lost, or do you find you have more of a heart for your own comfort and way of life as Jonah did? God can give you love if you ask Him. One thing you can do is begin to pray for a group of people. Watch as your heart begins to change for them. It doesn’t mean you become accepting of their sin, in fact as a believer you see that sin is so ugly it brought Christ to the cross. But you also see the person as needing to know that Christ died for them. You become more like our Savior who was “full of grace and truth.” You never compromise the truth as you proclaim his amazing grace and love. I highly commend to you Randy Alcorn’s book, The Grace and Truth Paradox. 

I have included a helpful video clip about Islam. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uue_9oqBoKw
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