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Q: How do we know that the Bible is divine rather than human in origin?

Why is this question important?  If the Bible isn’t what it claims to be, then we are following a man-made religious system based on fables and hearsay. Some say that the Bible contains the Word of God, but it isn’t the Word of God.  Okay, if it’s not all true, then which parts are and which parts are not?  There is a trend today towards smorgasbord religion.  People want to pick and choose what parts of the Bible to believe and which parts to ignore.  If we like it and want to live by it, then that’s the part we deem true.  The problem with this is, if we do this, we have all the sudden become our own spiritual authority, worshipping our own superior intellect and moral code.  

Our official Assemblies of God position and the position of this church is as follows:

“The Scriptures, both the Old and New Testaments, are verbally inspired of God and are the revelation of God to man, the infallible, authoritative rule of faith and conduct.”

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.  2 Timothy 3:16
For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because when you received the word of God which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which also effectively works in you who believe. 1 Thessalonians 2:13
I.  What is the Bible?

I came across a description of the Bible in a book by Finnis Jennings Dake.  Let me read this to you.

The Bible is God’s inspired revelation of the origin and destiny of all things.  It is the power of God unto eternal salvation and it is the source of present help for body, soul, and spirit (Romans 1:16; John 15:7).  It is God’s will and testament to men in all ages, revealing the plan of God for men here and now and in the next life.  It is the record of God’s dealings with man; past, present, and future.  It contains God’s message of eternal salvation to all who believe in Christ and of eternal damnation to those who rebel against the gospel.

As a literary composition, the Bible is the most remarkable book ever made.  It is a divine library of sixty-six books, some of considerable size, and others no larger than a tract.  These books include various forms of literature, history, biography, poetry, proverbial sayings, hymns, letters, laws, parables, riddles, prophecy, drama, and all other forms of human expression.  They embrace all manners of literary styles.  It cannot be excelled from any standpoint.

It is the book that contains the mind of God, the state of man, the way of salvation, the doom of sinners, and the happiness of believers.  Its doctrines are holy, its precepts binding, its histories true, and its decisions immutable.  Read it to be wise, believe it to be safe, and practice it to be holy.  It contains light to direct you, food to support you, and comfort to cheer you. It is the traveler’s map, the pilgrim’s staff, the pilot’s compass, the soldier’s sword, and the Christian’s charter.  Here heaven is opened, and the gates of hell disclosed.  Christ is its grand subject, our good its design, and the glory of God its end.  It should fill your memory, rule your heart, and guide your feet in righteousness and true holiness.  Read it slowly, frequently, prayerfully, meditatively, devotionally, and study it constantly, perseveringly, and industriously.  Read it through and through until it becomes part of your being and generates faith that will move mountains.  It is a mine of wealth, the source of health, and a world of pleasure.  It is given to you in this life, will be opened at the judgment, and will last forever, It involves the highest responsibility, will reward the least to the greatest labor, and will condemn all who trifle with its sacred contents.

It is a mirror to reflect (James 1:23); hammer to convict (Jer. 23:29); fire to refine (Jer. 23:29); laver to cleanse (Eph. 5:26); lamp to guide (Psalm 119:105); and food to nourish, including milk for the babes (1 Peter 2:2), bread for the hungry (Matt. 4:4), meat for men (Heb. 5:11-14), and honey for dessert (Ps. 19:10).  It is rain and snow to refresh (Is. 55:10), a sword to cut (Heb. 4:12); a bow to revenge (Hab. 3:9); gold to enrich (Ps. 19:7-10); and power to created life and faith ( 1 Peter 1:23; Romans 10:17). 
 
The Bible is far and away the most popular book of all time. The latest estimate I could find is that there have been printed over 7.5 BILLION Bibles printed.  The Bible truly is a unique book. To be exact, it is a library of 66 books written by 40 different authors over a period of 1,800 years.  
These writers, who came from many different walks of life, all wrote under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. The Greek word of “inspiration” is literally “God-breathed”. Although the books of the Bible were written through men, they were not written by men. There is one author of the Bible, the Holy Spirit.

But where did the Bible come from?

II. Where and When and How Did the Bible Originate?

A.   The Old Testament

The Old Testament was written on animal skins, usually sheep. The skins were made into scrolls, which made them a little difficult to use. A scroll with these books would be about 150 feet long!  It would make owning any written work difficult and very expensive.

Moses is the author of those first five books, which he wrote around 1,500 B.C.  Some of it came by direct revelation and some probably came from earlier documents and oral history. The books of the Old Testament were written over the next 1,000 years.  They included the Law, history, prophets, and the writings, what we would know as the poetic and wisdom books.

What would bind these books together as Scripture happened about 150 B.C. Legend has it that the king of Egypt, somewhere in the middle of the third century B.C. commissioned a translation of the Torah, the Law, from Hebrew into Greek. To do the work he contacted Eleazar the chief priest, who gathered the best translators from each tribe. The result was the Septuagint, which means “70”, apparently referring to the approximate number of translators. The work in its completed form was finished about 150 B.C.  

How did they decide what was Scripture? First of all, much of it was written by prophets, those who demonstrated a life of miracles and/or predictive prophecies.  They were recognized already as a voice of God. Other works, such as the poetry and wisdom books, became known as a message from God for a wide variety of reasons specific to that book.  Each book was very carefully considered before it was deemed to be scripture.

Some skeptics have raised the issue of transmission accuracy. That is, how do we know the copies were produced with any degree of accuracy over hundreds of years?  Josh McDowell tackles this question.  There was a group called the Masoretic Scribes which dedicated their lives to accurate copy of Old Testament text.  

Here are some of the Masoretic guidelines:

· The scroll must be written on the scroll of a clean animal.   

· Each skin must contain a specified number of columns, equal throughout the entire book.

· The length of each column must extend no less than forty-eight lines and no more than sixty.

· The column breadth must consist of exactly thirty letters.

· The breadth of nine consonants had to be inserted between each section.

· A space of three lines has to appear between each book.

· The fifth book of Moses (Deuteronomy) had to conclude exactly with a full line.

· Nothing – not even the shortest word – could be copied from memory; it had to be copied letter by letter.

· The scribe must count the number of times each letter in the alphabet occurred in each book and compare it to the original.

· If a manuscript was found to contain even one mistake, it was discarded.

Before 1947, the oldest complete Hebrew manuscript dated A.D. 900.  What happened in 1947? A shepherd lost a goat near the Dead Sea.  Rather than search each cave, he decided to throw rocks in to scare the goats out.  One rock he threw didn’t produce a goat or a thud, but the sound of breaking pottery.  He found scrolls in jars, perfectly preserved.  These were early portions of the Old Testament, about 223 manuscripts preserved in caves near Dead Sea with thousands of fragments.  Some of the manuscripts dated to about 125 B.C.  Once they were translated, they were found to be more than 95 per cent accurate, with the 5% being mainly spelling variations! 

B.  The New Testament
The New Testament was written on papyrus, which is a material made from the papyrus reed, which grew on the banks of the Nile.  The books of the New Testament were written by apostles or those who were alive at the time of Christ in a period of a few years after the life of Jesus Christ.  There were also other books written, some were considered for inclusion as Scripture and others were just blatant nonsense.  So how was this decided?  The church leaders convened in two councils, one in Carthage in 393 and the other in Hippo in 397, to settle the matter.  The selection process was not arbitrary, as some would have you believe. The books to be included in the New Testament had to be of apostolic origin, meaning they had to be written by an apostle or by an associate who preserved the apostle’s teachings.  The only exceptions were granted to James and Jude, brothers of Jesus who became His followers after His death.  This requirement means the books had to have been written during the apostolic age, the time when the apostles were still alive.  They also had to haven been generally accepted by the church and in continuous use in worship services.  The teaching of the books had to with accepted and undisputed Scripture.  Lastly, the books must be inspired by God, displaying a self-evidencing quality and the power to transform lives.  Of course, this last requirement was a little tougher to nail down.  The books meeting the criteria formed what is called the canon of the New Testament.  Canon comes from the Greek word kanon, meaning “measure” or “rule.”

Historians evaluate the reliability of ancient literature according to two standards: what the time interval is between the original and the earliest copy; and how many manuscripts are available (Beyond Belief, McDowell, p.173).  For example, everything we know about Julius Caesar’s exploits in the Gallic wars is derived from ten manuscript copies, the earliest of which dates to within 1,000 years of the time The Gallic Wars was written. By comparison, the text of Homer’s Iliad is much more reliable, being supported by 643 manuscript copies with a 400 year time gap between the date of composition and the earliest copies we have available for examination today.
In textual reliability the New Testament has no equal.  Nearly 25,000 manuscripts of the New Testament can be found in the libraries and universities of the world.  The earliest of these is a fragment of John’s gospel, which had been dated to within 50 years of the date when the apostle John penned the original!

In addition to this, Bible accuracy can be reinforced externally.  For example, the New Testament is so extensively quoted by extra-biblical sources that it can be virtually reconstructed word for word.  Non-Christian historians such as the first century Roman historian Tacitus and the Jewish historian Josephus confirm the substance of some scriptural accounts.  Another powerful voice of confirmation comes from archeology.  Archeology supports the Bible more and more as evidence is unearthed.

III. How can we know the Bible is God’s Word and not man’s writings?

A.  Its Incredible Unity

Forty different authors wrote the sixty-six books of the Bible over 1,800 years.  The writers were from all walks of life such as kings, priests, judges, lawyers, princes, shepherds, statesmen, musicians, singers, poets, preachers, farmers, fishermen, prophets, physicians, rich men and poor men.  They came from three continents: Asia, Europe, and Africa.  They wrote in different ages and cultures.  Most of them never personally knew one another.  Taking all this into account, there is one subject with no contradictions.  The Bible isn’t simply a collection of books and essays that wander here and there.  All of the writings mesh together to make one very remarkable book.

The astounding nature of this can be seen in today’s books.  A variety of authors can write on any one subject and rarely totally agree.  The unity of the Bible is certainly amazing.

B. Its Superiority to Other Books

The Bible is in a class by itself and superior to all other books, even other so-called “holy books” of other religions.  It is superior in its claims and its message.  It is in a class all by itself.  It is unequaled in its popularity and circulation. As previously mentioned, the latest figure I can find for estimated production is 7.5 BILLION, with in excess of 20 million produced yearly. It is the only book that satisfies the soul.  Although we have all the Bibles we need in America, the demand worldwide is unsurpassed.  

The fact that many governments ban the Bible testifies of its power.  Why do Muslim countries ban the Bible?  They know its power and they are afraid.  They must force feed the Koran while the thirst for the Bible is unsurpassed.  The Bible is also unsurpassed in translation.  When any book is translated into another language, it is a big deal.  The Bible has been translated into over 2,200 languages with more every year.  Millions of people live under its influence and adherence to the Bible makes for better societies.

The Bible is simple enough for the uneducated to read and understand, yet it will keep the most brilliant, educated mind occupied.  Its riches cannot be exhausted even after years of study. It can be applied to any age in history.  Men through all ages have used the Bible, but it remains relevant to the whole world today.  It speaks to all cultures, from the educated western person to the tribal chief in the jungle

There is no book like this one!

C.  Its Ability to Change Lives

No book changes lives like the Bible. If read and applied, it will change and transform a person like nothing else will. Other books may impact a person and change a certain behavior, but no book addresses the scope of human need for transformation like the Bible.  

D.  It’s Influence In the World

Without a doubt, the Bible is far and away the most influential book in history.  American history alone testifies to the power of the Bible.  Without it, there would be no United States, no Declaration of Independence, no Constitution.  Our entire justice system was based on the Bible as well as the “balance of powers” theory on which our government is based.

E.  Its Durability

Has there been more effort to destroy a book than has been expended against the Bible?  Various Roman emperors tried to eradicate any trace of the Bible.  Throughout the ages, a variety of rulers have tried to destroy the Bible.  In today’s world, the attack comes from a variety of atheists and agnostics.  Voltaire, the noted eighteenth-century French skeptic, predicted that within a hundred years of his time, Christianity would be but a footnote in history.  Ironically, in 1828, fifty years after Voltaire’s death, the Geneva Bible Society moved into his house and used his printing press to produce thousands of Bibles to distribute worldwide.  The Bible has not only endured every attempt to silence and destroy it, it has flourished!

F.  Man Could Not Have Written the Bible If He Would, Nor Would He Have Written It If He Could.

If any man questions that statement, let him write any book that is even close to the Bible. History does not record a single instance where a critic of the Bible ever tried to improve it.  The Bible is far, far above the intellect of man to write, let alone produce any work considered its equal.

G.  The Greatness of Those Who Accept It as a Revelation
Why is this something we should consider?  Because some argue that the Bible is accepted only by the weak, the young, and the ignorant, and that its champions outside the pulpit are few.

The truth is that the greatest thinkers of all ages have openly confessed their faith in Christianity and the Bible.  Men who have been leaders in thought throughout the centuries with no personal interest in stake have simply been truthful in acknowledging facts.  These men have come from all walks of life.

Here are a few Christian thinkers of history:

Copernicus, Sir Francis Bacon, Johannes Kepler, Galileo, Descartes, Robert Boyle, Michael Faraday, Gregor Mendel, William Kelvin, Max Planck.
Not exactly a list of lightweights!

I have a few quotes concerning the Bible specifically.  Some may surprise you since not all who admired the Bible adhered to it!

“Above all, the pure light of revelation has had an influence on mankind, and increased the blessings of society. It is impossible to rightly govern the world without God and the Bible.”  -George Washington                                                                                                                                “I have always said that a studios perusal of the sacred volume will better citizens, better fathers, and better husbands.”  - Thomas Jefferson                                                                                             “I am profitably engaged in reading the Bible.  Take all of this Book that you can by reason and the balance by faith, and you will live and die a better man.  It is the best book God has given to men.”   -Abraham Lincoln                                                                                                                      
“The Bible is more than a book; it is a living being with an action, a power which invades everything that opposes its extension.” -Napolean Bonaparte

“To the influence of this book we are indebted for the progress made in civilization, and to this we must look as our guide in the future.” -Ulysses S. Grant
“All other books are of little importance in comparison with the Holy Scriptures, which are a revelation from God, and are given as the only rule of faith and practice.” -Alexander Cruden
When you believe the Bible, you are in the company of great men, historical and contemporary.

H.  Fulfilled Prophecy

There are hundreds of prophecies that have been fulfilled through the years including the one that told us Israel would become a nation again after hundreds of years scattered to the ends of the earth.  A complete treatment of the subject is an entire series in itself.  Let’s limit our focus to Messianic prophecy, that is the prophecies that Jesus fulfilled.  There are 333 different prophecies that Jesus fulfilled.  

Here are just a few:

· He will be betrayed by a friend.

· The price of his betrayal will be thirty pieces of silver.

· He will be forsaken and deserted by his disciples.

· He will be wounded and bruised.

· He will be hated without a cause.

· He will be struck and spit upon.

· He will be mocked, ridiculed and rejected.

· His hands and feet will be pierced.

· His garments will be divided and won by the casting of lots.

· His bones will be left unbroken.

· His side will be pierced.

· He will be buried in a rich man’s tomb.

· He will die 483 years after the declaration of Artaxerxes to rebuild the temple in 444 B.C.

Josh McDowell writes this:

“For the answer to that question, we need only to turn to the science of statistics and probabilities.  Professor Peter W. Stoner, in an analysis that was carefully reviewed and pronounced to be sound by the American Scientific Affiliation, states the probability of just eight prophecies being fulfilled in one person is 1 in 10 to the 17th (that’s a 1 followed by 17 zeros).  Look at it this way: If you were to take 1,0000000000000000 silver dollars and spread them across the state of Texas, they would not only cover the entire state, but also form a pile of coins two feet deep!  Now, take one more silver dollar, mark it with a big red X, toss it into that pile, and stir the whole pile thoroughly.  Then, blindfold yourself, and starting at El Paso, on the western border of the state, walk the length and breadth of that enormous state,… stooping just once to pick up a single silver dollar.  Then take off your blindfold and look at the silver dollar in your hand.  What are the chances you picked up the marked coin out of a pile of silver dollars the size of Texas?  The same chance that one person could have fulfilled just eight messianic prophecies in one lifetime.”

And remember, friends, Jesus didn’t fulfill eight, but over 300 prophecies!!  And messianic prophecies are just some of the prophecies that have been fulfilled in detail.

My friends, even though this book was written by men, these men were under the direction and inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  When you examine the history of the Bible and the evidence for inspiration, there can be no doubt that the Holy Spirit directed the making of the Bible. This book isn’t man’s invention, but God revelation to us.  It is His Word and it is TRUTH!  Since that is the case, what will you do about it?  We must become people of the Word.  If God went to all that trouble to deliver this book to us, we had better give it the attention and place it deserves in our life and in our heart.

� (From God’s Plan for Man by Finnis Jessings Dake, pp. 13-14)





