Q: Is Being “Slain in the Spirit” Scriptural?

That is a good question. I like the question because of its focus on asking if it is scriptural. Our source for faith and conduct needs to come from the Bible, not from opinions. Too often people get their opinions about God from the popular opinion or novels of the day or from experience alone. So what does the bible say on this issue? I am not saying that God can’t move in a new way, but He has given us his Word as a safeguard to protect us. In Acts 17 we read this about the Bereans, 
11 Now these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they received the word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so.
George Wood O. Wood, General Superintendent of the Assemblies of God writes, “As Pentecostals, persons committed to the authority of Scripture, we would do well to heed the example of William J. Seymour, the elder at the Azusa Mission. During the great Azusa revival, Seymour and others were criticized sharply for their insistence on ‘checking everything out with the Word.’ But, they were unashamed. In fact, Seymour responded to the criticism in the September, 1907 issue of The Apostolic Faith.
       ‘We are measuring everything by the Word, every experience must measure up to the Bible. Some say that is going too far, but if we have lived too close to the Word, we will settle that with the Lord when we meet Him in the air.’” 

They examined the Scriptures. In 1 Thessalonians 5:21 we read, 21 but test everything; hold fast what is good. 22 Abstain from every form of evil.
Test everything. Questioning and testing things is a very important, mature, and godly thing to do. Hold fast to the good, abstain or avoid what is evil. You may have heard someone say about a certain church that they were, "Quenching the Spirit." As you read 1 Thessalonians 5 you recognize that by not testing things, you are in danger of quenching the Spirit. God will not contradict himself. The Spirit of God will not contradict the Word of God. We are a Pentecostal church. We believe in the gifts of the spirit are still in operation. But we need to stick close to the Scriptures to discern what is true. First, let’s define the term. Being slain in the Spirit is when someone says they have fallen under God’s power, while God does an inner work in their lives. Let me give you the Assemblies of God stance on it.

...based on biblical evidence, falling down is not an evidence of spirituality. Nor is it a normative experience that should be sought on the basis of any biblical command or repeated example. Overwhelming experiences, such as falling to the floor, are, therefore, in themselves not to be encouraged as a pattern sought by all believers. However, such experiences, when they occur, may be valid, and should not be summarily discredited. 
 

I believe this is well said. It isn’t a pattern in Scripture, and therefore it isn’t something that should be sought. If God chooses to move in your life by putting you on the floor, he can do what he likes and I don’t discount that some may have had an intense experience. But I believe the vast majority of what occurs are excesses that are unbiblical. In Scripture, there is not one instance where someone falls under God’s power when a preacher lays their hands on someone’s head. There is not one instance where someone falls backwards, but in every case where it mentions how a person is laying, they are laying on their faces. My concern is 1) that there may be the tendency to feel that God isn’t moving in their life if they haven’t had some dramatic event happen. Instead of allowing God to sharpen and refine them through his word, they are looking for some big supernatural experience. The greatest work of the Holy Spirit is the conversion of souls, not knocking someone over. A church where people are genuinely coming to the faith is a church where the Holy Spirit is moving. 2) My second concern is that if we think it is some preacher who is imparting anointing as he walks down a line praying for people, we can easily start to glorify the vessel. Enough with glorifying the vessel, let’s glorify Jesus Christ. Christianity is one beggar telling another beggar where to find bread. I was hopeless, lost, and destined for hell in and of myself, but Jesus came. The Bread of Life came and saved my soul, and so I have good news for other beggars, for other spiritually lost individuals: Jesus can also save your soul. You can come to the Bread of Life and live eternally. 

A few of the texts proponents for being “Slain in the Spirit” may point to are:
In Revelation 1
17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last, 18 and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades.
John encounters the resurrected Christ and here is his experience. Notice he is told to fear not. This isn’t the same thing people are claiming today. This is John coming to Jesus and seeing his mighty power and in fear getting on his face as though dead.
On the mount of Transfiguration in Matthew 17:
5 He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.”
6 When the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were terrified. 7 But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Rise, and have no fear.” 8 And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only.
Same idea here as well. Interestingly, there are some cases in Scripture where those who fall are sinners. That is someone who needs to fall. Is that your prayer for an unsaved love one? Do you ask God to do whatever it takes to show his glory and power? We think of Saul on the road to Damascus falling to the ground. We think of the men who came to get Jesus in the garden who fell when Jesus spoke. (John 18:6) It has been said that in great revivals in the past, men or women would come under such great conviction when they entered the church that they literally fell to the ground under God’s convicting power.
I would once again go back to the quote by the Assemblies of God.
...based on biblical evidence, falling down is not an evidence of spirituality. Nor is it a normative experience that should be sought on the basis of any biblical command or repeated example. Overwhelming experiences, such as falling to the floor, are, therefore, in themselves not to be encouraged as a pattern sought by all believers. However, such experiences, when they occur, may be valid, and should not be summarily discredited.
� � HYPERLINK "http://www.iclnet.org/pub/resources/text/contemp/wood.lrevival.txt" �http://www.iclnet.org/pub/resources/text/contemp/wood.lrevival.txt�





� � HYPERLINK "http://ag.org/top/Beliefs/topics/sptlissues_manifestations.cfm" �http://ag.org/top/Beliefs/topics/sptlissues_manifestations.cfm�





PAGE  
1

