Q: Is There Humor in the Bible? 
J. Oswald Sanders wrote, "Charles H. Spurgeon was once chided for introducing humor into his preaching. With a twinkle in his eye he replied: ‘If only you knew how much I hold back, you would commend me.’ In justification of humorous touches in his pulpit, he wrote: ‘There are things in these sermons that may produce smiles, but what of them? The preacher is not quite sure about a smile being a sin, and at any rate he thinks it less a crime to cause a momentary laughter than a half-hour of profound slumber."

 

But does God Word contain humor as well? There are a number of different types of humor in the Bible. Sarcasm, wordplay, imagery, irony, etc. Read the proverbs and you see wisdom wrapped in humor in a number of passages. Proverbs 11:22 for example,

Like a gold ring in a pig's snout is a beautiful woman without discretion.
We laugh at the image of that. No one puts an expensive ring in a pig’s snout, and in the same way an attractive woman that has no discretion is so out of place, it is so unfitting. 

Have you ever been really tired and couldn’t sleep because of the toilet running or the drip of a faucet? 

Proverbs 27 15 A continual dripping on a rainy day and a quarrelsome wife are alike; 16 to restrain her is to restrain the wind or to grasp oil in one's right hand.
It kind of puts a smile on your lips as you read it. It makes you smile if you have a good marriage, and it makes you frown if the imagery hits too close to home. Notice, the humor points out unmistakable truths. 

In 1 Kings 18 there is the contest between Elijah and the prophets of Baal. Jezebel has been providing for this evil religion that has been perverting the nation of Israel. So Elijah challenges them to a contest. Telling the people of Israel to quit wavering. He says whichever God answers by fire is the true God. Think of how much faith Elijah had in God answering from heaven. He would have had to be confident that it was God speaking to him to make such a bold challenge as he stood before these evil men. 

These hundreds of false prophets try to call down fire from heaven for hours but to no avail. They even cut themselves to try to get their false god’s attention. Nothing happens. They are serving a false god. Then Elijah does something just incredible. Look at these words with me. 

27 And at noon Elijah mocked them, saying, “Cry aloud, for he is a god. Either he is musing, or he is relieving himself, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep and must be awakened.” 28 And they cried aloud and cut themselves after their custom with swords and lances, until the blood gushed out upon them. 29 And as midday passed, they raved on until the time of the offering of the oblation, but there was no voice. No one answered; no one paid attention.
Elijah mocks them. He even jokes, perhaps your god is using the toilet, and he can’t call down fire right now, maybe he is traveling, or snoozing. Why would Elijah do this? This humor wouldn’t be forgotten by those that witnessed the power of God that day and even as we read it we are reminded thousands of years later how silly it is for people to worship false gods that don’t answer. God, by his mercy, was giving Israel a chance to turn from their sins and turn to the one true living God. The mocking that Elijah used pointed to the ridiculousness of bowing to any sort of false god.  

There are many word plays in the Hebrew. In the Greek as you read the book of Philemon we read a word play that might have gotten a chuckle out of the church as they read Paul’s words. 

10 I appeal to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I became in my imprisonment. 11 (Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful to you and to me.) 
You say where is the humor there? The humor is in the Greek. His name means “useful,” but the fact is he hadn’t been very useful in that he ran away. So Paul writes and says, Formerly he was useless to you but now he has become Onesimus, (meaning “useful”). That is just what Jesus does, he gets a hold of our lives and changes us! Philemon is challenged to accept him back as a brother. 

As we looked at humor, I want to challenge you church to watch how you use it. Humor is wonderful, don’t get me wrong, but we have to be careful. I have enjoyed a Christian comedian, but as I listened to him more I saw him making light of things that he shouldn’t. There is a fine line. Let us have reverence for the Lord. If you want to joke about yourself go ahead, but be careful how you joke about others and especially how you speak of our Lord. If we are not careful, we can tell a joke that isn’t nice, or say something sarcastic that tears someone down. We need to have redeemed lips that speak his praises. 

Some of you may need your mouths washed out with the soap of God’s Word. Crude joking, gossip, critical spirit, these things have no place in the life of a believer. If you find that you are so clever that you rip people to shreds with your words, that is nothing to be proud of. I love humor—humor that pleases our Lord. Let’s just let the Bible speak for itself as we close with a few verses. 

Ephesians 5 says, Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2 And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 3 But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be named among you, as is proper among saints. 4 Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out of place, but instead let there be thanksgiving. 5 For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 
Psalm 141:3 - Set a guard, O Lord, over my mouth; keep watch over the door of my lips!
Psalm 19:14 - Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.
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