Q:  Should A Christian Use Birth Control? 

I want to start off by saying that children are a blessing from the Lord. The Bible speaks of the great joy of having children. Like arrows in a quiver. I don’t know if you have been to a hospital recently and visited someone who has given birth. It is an exciting place to be. Grandparents come in with smiles from ear to ear. Proud mothers and fathers hold that precious girl or boy, there are balloons and smiles, even though the parents haven’t had much sleep.  

The Bible speaks very positively about children, and even about the process that goes on in a mother as the baby is growing. The Bible even speaks of God from the womb. God had appointed Jeremiah to be a prophet to the nations (Jeremiah 1:5). I know that my mother and dad thought they were done with three children, but my mom got pregnant with twins, Susan and me, and I like to think that she is glad she had us. Some people don’t have children because they feel that they can’t afford to. The truth is if you wait until you can afford to have children, you are going to make Abraham and Sarah, who gave birth to Isaac, look like youngsters, because you are going to be waiting along time. 

I know there will be those that feel that a Christian should never use birth control and they should let God decide how many kids they will have. I will let the Lord speak to your heart about that. I personally do not believe it is scripturally wrong to use certain forms of birth control as long as you are letting God lead you in your decisions and you aren’t making selfish decisions and ignoring his will. With that said, if you use birth control I want to encourage you to be cautious about the kinds you do use.   

There is a passage in Genesis 38 that comes the closest to mentioning birth control. Let’s read it.  

6 And Judah took a wife for Er his firstborn, and her name was Tamar. 7 But Er, Judah's firstborn, was wicked in the sight of the Lord, and the Lord put him to death. 8 Then Judah said to Onan, “Go in to your brother's wife and perform the duty of a brother-in-law to her, and raise up offspring for your brother.” 9 But Onan knew that the offspring would not be his. So whenever he went in to his brother's wife he would waste the semen on the ground, so as not to give offspring to his brother. 10 And what he did was wicked in the sight of the Lord, and he put him to death also. 11 Then Judah said to Tamar his daughter-in-law, “Remain a widow in your father's house, till Shelah my son grows up”—for he feared that he would die, like his brothers. So Tamar went and remained in her father's house.

This may be hard for us to understand in our culture today, but this was a way that a woman would be looked after and have an heir. It ended up being a protective system for the care of the female and a way that the deceased husbands family line could continue.  What is evil here is that Onan out of selfishness refused to give Tamar a child. He slept with her, but he deprived her of children out of material selfishness. So this passage can’t be taken to mean that God doesn’t ever want a couple in the bounds of marriage to wait to have children.  
Quickly here let me address a really silly notion. Some groups would say that a husband and wife should only have intimacy when trying to conceive. Do you want to know the Greek word for that concept is? Phooey. Once again we go to the Word for our guidance. In 1 Corinthians 7 Paul writes,

1 Now concerning the matters about which you wrote: "It is good for a man not to have sexual relations with a woman." 2But because of the temptation to sexual immorality, each man should have his own wife and each woman her own husband. 3 The husband should give to his wife her conjugal rights, and likewise the wife to her husband. 4For the wife does not have authority over her own body, but the husband does. Likewise the husband does not have authority over his own body, but the wife does. 5 Do not deprive one another, except perhaps by agreement for a limited time, that you may devote yourselves to prayer; but then come together again, so that Satan may not tempt you because of your lack of self-control. (ESV)
If God has called you to live a life of singleness and not marry, great. There have been many wonderful servants of God that have focused on serving the Lord.  I think of Anna in the Gospel of Luke who was a young widow, only married 7 years before her husband died. Maybe she was 22 and could have remarried, but instead she never remarried and devoted her life to the Lord and was a prophetess. At 84 she was able to see Jesus when Mary and Joseph brought him as a baby to the temple and she prophesied what he would do. But if you are married, the Bible clearly says not to deprive one another. There are two exceptions here: 1. For a limited time, by mutual consent, and for a specific reason. And 2. So that you may devote yourselves to prayer. And notice the reasoning behind coming together. This passage isn’t about conceiving children; it is so that Satan doesn’t tempt you.  

 

As a married couple if you are not trying to have kids, you need to realize that there are many birth controls that are abortive in nature.
I believe we should never destroy a life and that life begins at conception. I read that,

“Pro-life advocates who oppose abortion, but not contraception, have long considered the Pill as an ethical contraceptive option, as opposed to the IUD, which causes abortions by preventing implantation. However, the statement by the ASRM clearly indicates that the pill is medically classified as a drug that acts by “preventing implantation,” thereby causing the death of a fertilized embryo—a unique and living human being.  A large body of literature supports this statement, including articles from Fertility and Sterility. The most significant of these is a 1996 study by a group of OB/GYNs from the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, that concluded that “impaired uterine receptivity” is “one mechanism by which OCs exert their contraceptive actions.”

Here are links to two video interviews with Randy Alcorn where he talks about the pill and birth control.
http://theresurgence.com/series/randy-alcorn-interview
http://theresurgence.com/4-is-there-a-connection-between-birth-control-and-abortion
� � HYPERLINK "http://www.epm.org/resources/2009/Dec/31/american-society-reproductive-medicine-statement/" �http://www.epm.org/resources/2009/Dec/31/american-society-reproductive-medicine-statement/�
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