Q: What does the Bible say regarding Body art - Tattooing and Body piercing?
 

I will include 2 article links below. Please read them because they are extremely helpful. 

 

The Bible speaks of piercings. For example if a slave wanted to remain with his master then he would have his master “...bring him to the door or the doorpost. And his master shall bore his ear through with an awl, and he shall be his slave forever.” (Exodus 21) Doesn’t sound like too much fun, does it? The gift of a nose ring was given in Scripture (Genesis 24:47). Piercings can and do vary from culture to culture. The attitude behind why one wants one is very important. If you are young, respecting your mom and dad’s opinion is critically important. The questions to ask yourself with body piercings are, “Can I do this for the glory of God” and “Might this become a stumbling block for others?” Christian maturity is sometimes displayed in a willingness to deny your own rights for the sake of others.

 

Tattooing is mentioned in Leviticus 19:28, 8 You shall not make any cuts on your body for the dead or tattoo yourselves: I am the Lord.
 

In the context of the passage, it seems clear that the concern is idolatry and its various expressions. God’s people were not to be a part of pagan idolatry. Today, when someone is tattooed, it seldom has any spiritual connection to it, though there are some tattoos that are blatantly demonic and others that have religious symbols.
 

Is it sinful? I do not believe it is a sin to get one. But perhaps a better question is, “Is it wise?” Just because it isn’t necessarily wrong biblically, doesn’t mean it is wise. There are those who get tattoos that later on feel insecure about them when meeting future in-laws or in a formal job setting. I have heard of jobs where the employees are asked to cover tattoos. It even has the potential to impact a person’s livelihood. As a person ages, the once cool looking picture doesn’t always look as nice. There are businesses today making lots of money for removing tattoos that people wished they never would have gotten.

 

I think another question to ask oneself is “Why do I want to get one?” People say they want a tattoo to be different, but the fact is most people without tattoos are the ones that are different now days. If the reason for the tattoo is a rebellious one, that is sin. If the tattoo is a picture that dishonors God then a Christian should avoid getting it. If a person’s conscience convicts them, then they shouldn’t get one. Since the passage in Leviticus says not to, even though in its context is speaking of idolatry, wouldn’t it make sense to avoid it in an attempt to honor the Lord?

 

In conclusion, I do not believe biblically that tattoos or body piercings are evil. But I don’t think marking one’s body permanently is the wisest decision. My concern is this: Can a person get a tattoo for the glory of God? Having or not having a tattoo does not impact the way Sandy Assembly of God cares about you.
 

 http://carm.org/questions/other-questions/it-okay-christian-get-tattoo
 

http://www.gotquestions.org/tattoos-sin.html
PAGE  
1

