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Math with Mr. Crull

7th math-  

We are wrapping up a unit on some number theory 
dealing  with "greatest common factor" and "least 
common multiple".  We have  also found some 
number patterns and introduced the Fibonnacci  
sequence.....1,1,2,3,5,8,13,.... Can you give the 
next three digits  in the sequence? Your grade 7 
child should be able to help you.

Before Christmas we will cover chapter 5, positive 
and negative  integers.  We will add, subtract, 
multiply, divide, and order them.   We will also apply 
them in an ordered pair to a Cartesian plane.  On  
the Cartesian plane, we will translate, rotate, reflect, 
some geometric transformations.  This can be fun.  
Before Christmas we may  try to make the Platonic 
solids,which are 3-dimensional polyhedra.   Kids like 
making these.

*Can you find the five integers before the sequence 
listed above?  
__,__,__,__,__,1,1,2,3,5,8,...

8th math - 

After we finish  a geometry unit on triangles and  
quadrilaterals, we will create some 3-D polyhedron.  
This is a  challenge, but is hands-on , and the 
students enjoy it.  We may get started with number 
theory before Christmas, however,  this is just a  
theory.  This depends on how crazy we get with our 
polyhedra unit.

Have a Blessed Christmas!!

A big THANK YOU goes out to Denny 
DeJong for helping the 8th graders 

order sweatshirts!  This is a project 
organized by a group of students, and 

Denny takes the time to help them 
choose their color(s) and designs.  He 

also helps to make them affordable!  
So, the next time you see him make sure 

you give him a THANK YOU!

Thanks, Denny!

Com pu t er s w i t h  Mr . Bow ar

7th Grade Computers:

Greetings from the computer lab!  We 

just finished our Internet Driver License 

unit, talking and learning about how to 

safely and effectively use the Internet. 

 7th graders should now know how to 

search the Internet, how to treat others 

while online, how to stay safe when 

communicating with others online, and 

much more!  We're now headed into a 

fun unit partnered with science - a 

"Choose Your Own Adventure" web page 

creation experience.  Students will create 

their own online adventures by working 

in a group.  Much creative thinking will be 

used in this project, and you'll definitely 

want to experience these adventures 

when they are completed.

8th Grade Computers:

We've had a great start to our school 

year together.  We just got finished with 

our iMovie project based on a 

contemporary Christian song.  All of the 

8th graders did very well on this project; 

make sure you ask your student to show 

you their iMovie!  Our next project is a 

Civil War journal, partnering with 

Language Arts.  Students will imagine 

they are living in the mid-1800's and that 

they are either a union soldier, a 

confederate soldier, a southern belle, a 

northern woman, a female/male 

abolitionist, or a nurse/doctor.  They will 

create nine journal entries based on 

their imagination and historical fact. 

 We'll then create a journal that they can 

take home!  It should be a great project.
 



From Mrs. Bruns...

7th Social Studies
We are currently studying the Asian 

countries starting with China and Japan!  What a 
rich and massive history these countries have!    
The students will also do some research on their 
own describing their stay in a city in one of 
these countries as a foreign exchange  
student.  Have any of you ever been a foreign 
exchange student, or  had one live in your 
home?  What knowledge do you have of China 
or Japan?

8th Social Studies
Westward expansion is the topic in U.S 

history!  Wow!  What people  went through to 
move their families to the west!  We have taken 
a look at the Donner Party, the Whitman's and 
the Spaldings, the Mexican War, and the Gold 
Rush in California!  Also, during this time the 
students learn how the states of Texas, 
California, New Mexico, and Oregon are annexed 
all in the name of Manifest Destiny!

8th Bible
We take a close look at the life of Jesus.  

The students see how so many struggled to 
understand who Jesus was.  He upheld the law 
but collided with the Pharisees in their traditions.  
They come to see His divine authority because 
He is God.  The students also see that Christ 
sought followers of all backgrounds, genders, 
and walks of life.  Jesus Himself experiences 
rejection.  He wasn't the messiah the Jews 
expected.  He shows His power over creation, 
Satan, disease, and death.  And, ultimately they 
learn that to follow Jesus requires faith and a 
willingness to serve!

Notice from Mr. Van Dam, Athletic Director:

AAU forms, camp information, and sport 
schedules are available in the mailbox next to 
the P.E. office. 

Please have your child check the mailbox for 
appropriate handouts as needed!

7th and 8th Grade Language Arts
Mrs. Broers

Welcome t o t he second quar t er  of  t he school 
year .   I  canÕt  har dly believe t hat  we have 
t welve weeks of  school in alr eady.  I  enj oyed 
visit ing wit h you at  par ent -t eacher  conf er ences, 
and I  hope if  anyt hing comes up you will f eel 
f r ee t o give me a call.  Thanks f or  your   ongoing 
suppor t .

The sevent h graders are working hard at  
creating an original fiction story.  We spent 
numer ous days wr it ing our  r ough dr af t , f ollowed 
by many peer  conf erences t o improve cont ent  and 
edit  f or  mechanics.  This proved a wonder f ul 
follow-up to the punctuation unit last quarter.  
The st or ies will be t yped in comput er  class and 
t hen shared wit h classmat es next  week.  Soon we 
will be returning to our language arts textbooks 
t o work on comprehension.   

The eight h graders cont inue t heir  work wit h 
writing and reading as well.  They too just 
f inished an excit ing speech unit .  For  t he next  
f ew weeks t heir  language ar t s and social st udies 
time will be focusing on the civil war era in 
United States history.  This is an integrated 
unit for the curricular areas of language arts, 
social st udies, and comput er .  They will r ead 
many shor t  st or ies f r om t his t ime per iod and 
then will be responsible to write a journal from 
a t ime appr opr iat e char act er  of  t heir  choosing.  
The f inal product  is due bef ore Chr ist mas break.

I n t his t ime of  t hanksgiving, I  am r eminded daily 
of  what  a gr eat  gif t  we ar e given her e at  Sioux 
Cent er  Chr ist ian School.  I  am enj oying my t ime 
wit h your  childr en and t hank you f or  shar ing 
t hem wit h me.  May our  prayer  be t hat  we grow 
t oget her  in Chr ist .

 



News f r om Sci ence wi t h Mr .  Mul der :

7t h Gr ade:

WeÕve been l ear ni ng al l  sor t s of  
t hi ngs about  GodÕs physi cal  l aws f or  
cr eat i on t hi s year .   Lat el y weÕve done 
some pr et t y amazi ng l abs.   We j ust  
f i ni shed an i ncr edi bl e l ab ( pr obabl y 
my f avor i t e f or  7t h gr ade! )  i n whi ch 
t eams of  st udent s desi gned and bui l t  
mar bl e r ol l er coast er s.   These wer e a 
gr eat  way t o demonst r at e how pot ent i al  
ener gy can be changed i nt o ki net i c 
ener gy and back agai n.   Pi ct ur es of  
t he desi gn and const r uct i on pr ocess 
ar e avai l abl e on my websi t e.

Comi ng up,  7M wi l l  t ake a l ook at  
wor k,  power ,  and si mpl e machi nes by 
bui l di ng a bunch of  di f f er ent  
cont r apt i ons out  of  LegoÕs.   7B wi l l  
be t aki ng a  hands- on ( but  SAFE! )  
appr oach t o l ear ni ng about  
el ect r i ci t y.   Af t er  Chr i st mas,  t heyÕl l  
t r ade subj ect  mat t er ,  so ever yone get s 
t o j oi n i n t he f un.

8t h Gr ade:

8t h gr ader s cont i nue t o st udy t he 
human body.   Thi s quar t er  weÕr e 
f ocusi ng our  at t ent i on on t he 
endocr i ne,  ner vous,  i mmune,  and 
r epr oduct i ve syst ems.   8t h gr ader s 
r ecent l y compl et ed a vi deo scavenger  
hunt  t o l ear n about  t he br ai n,  ner ves,  
r ef l exes,  and senses.   For  t hi s 
pr oj ect ,  t hey act i vel y sought  
i nf or mat i on pr esent ed i n a var i et y of  
vi deo cl i ps downl oaded t hr ough AEA 
r esour ces.   They di d an excel l ent  j ob!

Al l  quar t er ,  weÕve been l ear ni ng about  
her edi t y and genet i cs by cr eat i ng 
Òpaper  pet s. Ó  WeÕr e l ear ni ng how 
t r ai t s get  passed on f r om par ent s t o 
of f spr i ng by Òbr eedi ngÓ our  pet s.   Be 
sur e t o ask an 8t h gr ader  f or  t he 
det ai l s!   : - )

7th Grade Bible
Mr. Crull and Mr. Mulder

WeÕve been studying the kings and prophets of 
the northern kingdom of Israel.  WeÕve seen 
them sliding farther and farther from God, 
despite warnings from prophets like Elisha, 
Amos, and Hosea.  Eventually the Assyrians 
invaded and exiled Israel, never to be heard 
from again.  

WeÕll soon back up about 250 years in history 
and move south into Judah, to learn about their 
kings and prophets.  Sadly, weÕll find that 
JudahÕs kings arenÕt much better, and the 
prophets speak a similar message from the Lord.

Thanksgiving/Christmas Project!

Each fall, we have a special project at SCCS.  In 
general, these projects are intended to help 
encourage our students to think about ways they 
can serve others, both nearby and around the 
world.  This year, we!ve decided to help Hope 
Haven buy wheelchairs for very poor children in 
other countries who would never be able to 
afford them otherwise.   

Guests from Hope Haven visited a few weeks 
ago  to explain how every $50 we collect will 
pay the cost of refurbishing a donated wheelchair 
and shipping it to a needy child  overseas.  They 
also brought in special ÒplinkoÓ machines to help 
collect coins.  K - 8th grade students have been 
bringing in spare change to school lately to drop 
them in!

Thus far, we!ve collected over $600 school-wide 
for this project!  (That!s 12 wheelchairs already!)  
We encourage your famliy to consider giving to 
this very worthy cause this Christmas season.

Advance Notice:
The Junior High Christmas Party will 
be held the morning of December 
21st (the last day of school before 
Christmas break).  We will be 
skating at Roller Roulette in 
Sheldon.  Watch for more details 
to come...

 


