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Dear Parents:

Welcome and congratulations on the blessing of your child.

We share your joy and look forward to the day when your child will be welcomed into the community of the Catholic faith. We are excited to walk with you as you prepare to celebrate the Sacrament of Baptism.
The Call by Name Baptism program will help you to prepare for this special day in your child’s life. You will join with other families in exploring the Sacrament of Baptism and the commitment it requires of parents and Godparents. You will have many opportunities for personal reflection, sharing and dialogue. We welcome each non- Catholic parent and hope you feel comfortable participating in this session and sharing your story.

You will be engaged in the process of preparation in a very personal way.  A team of parish volunteers as well as staff members will facilitate the sessions. In each session, the group will explore the ritual of Baptism to help you to better understand why it is that we “do what we do” when we Baptize children in our Roman Catholic tradition. You will explore the faith commitment and responsibility required of the parents who choose Baptism for their children. It is our hope that this program will provide you with an opportunity to pray, to learn, to listen and to discern your readiness to celebrate this wonderful sacrament of grace with your child.
There is a fee of $25.00 per couple for the preparation. This is to cover the materials of the class. NO one is ever turned away because they are unable to pay. Please contact us if there is a concern.     
Enclosed is the booklet which we are using for our time together. On page three in the booklet is Godparent information. We ask you to read the information prior to coming to the first session and working with your partner on the home reflection on page four. In addition, there are two certificates that should be signed by the pastor(s) of whomever you choose to be your child’s Godparent. One Godparent must be at least 16 years of age and fully initiated into the Catholic Church, having received baptism, confirmation and Eucharist. If you have not yet chosen Godparents, you may wish to wait until after the first session. 

Congratulations, again. We look forward to seeing you on Saturday September 17, 9:00 A.M. – 3:30 P.M. to begin your child’s journey to the waters of Baptism. Please let us know if you will be attending. 
Blessings,

Lynda Trani

Director of Liturgy and Music    
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