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A joyful,

To ponder

rom 1558 to 1829, Catholics in

England were forbidden to
practice their faith openly.
One method of sharing their faith
was in a coded song, “The Twelve
Days of Christmas.” Those 12 days
are from Christmas to Epiphany.
Here are some of the meanings of
the symbols:
A partridge is the symbol of Christ.
A pear tree symbolized the salvation
of humanity just as the apple tree

was their downfall.

, Two turtle doves symbol-
ize the Old and
New
Testaments.
Three
French
hens
symbol-
ized gifts
of the magi and three theological
virtues of faith, hope and love.
Four calling (or colly) birds symbol-
ize the four major prophets and the
four gospels.
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blessed Christmas to all

Thoughts on the season

Students from various grades were asked what Christmas means to them.
Here is what they have to say:

From the kindergartners:

Max - Santa

Noelle - baby Jesus’ birthday

Zac - Just Jesus

Jack - all the presents and all the families that get together to open the pre-

sents
Declan - making a Christmas tree
Andy - God

Sean - how Santa brings us presents and how kind he is
Allison - decorating the tree
Sofia - getting up and seeing presents under the tree

Please turn to Page 5

Meet Mrs. Smetana

you do?

When I was a little girl, I loved to
baby sit and play with children.

Who are you?
I am Mrs. Smetana and I am the
Kindergarten teacher at St. Rita

School. What is new in your life that

you would like to share with
What inspired you to do what us?
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