First Reformed Church

Sheldon, Iowa
Position Available

Director of Christian Education
Building God’s Kingdom

One Life at a Time
The First Reformed Church family is committed to providing a

caring environment to worship God and uphold His Word.  We

strive to equip ourselves and others to grow in Christ through

the Holy Spirit while spreading the Good News of eternal life.

CHURCH INFORMATION

Name of Church:  
First Reformed Church




1101 Seventh Street




Sheldon, Iowa  51201




Phone:  (712) 324 – 2130




Fax #  (712) 324 – 7182




E-Mail:  frcpastor@netllc.net
Particular Synod:
Heartland

Classis:  

East Sioux

Senior Pastor:
Dr. David R. Brower

Associate Pastor:       Rev. Jody Habinck

Chairman of Search Committee:  Debra Wolthuizen
Search Committee Members:  Debra Wolthuizen




    Lyle Kuiper

                                                    Kristie Simonsen

                                                    Marwin Vogel

CURRENT STAFF:


Senior Pastor:  Dr. David Brower (full time)


Associate Pastor:  Rev. Jody Habinck (full time)


Minister of Calling:  Pastor D. Gordon Bloemendaal  (part time)


Director of Youth Ministries:  Amy Vander Kamp (full time)


Director of Christian Education:  

Director of Music and Worship:  Dyan Lenderink (part time)


Secretary:  Carol Sterk,  (full time)


Assistant Secretary:  Nadine De Hoogh  (part time)


Custodian:  Loren (Wally) Wolthuizen  (full time)


Assistant Custodian:  Tom De Boom  (part time)


Bookkeeper:  Twyla Vogel (part time)

PREVIOUS PASTORS:


Rev. Louis Benes Jr.  1975 – 1986


Dr. Warren Heitbrink (deceased)  1987 – 1992


Rev. Gary Roozeboom  1993 – 1999

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP:

Total Membership:  944 people

25% -  under 20 years

15% -  20 – 34 years

14% -  35 – 49 years

22% -  50 – 64 years

24% -  65 and above
Most of our members have up to twelve years of formal education.

Many have some education beyond high school.

Many have a college degree.   A few have a graduate degree.

Our congregation’s occupations in order of most to least are:

1. Students and Teachers

2. Retired

3. Industrial Workers


4. Office Workers

5. Business

6. Homemakers

7. Farmers 




CONSISTORY INFORMATION:  
Consistory members are nominated by the congregation and at the November Congregational meeting there is an election.  Below is listed the age and occupations of our present Consistory Members.
Elders:  John Boender, 59,  farmer / truck driver
              Ev Buren,  63,  carpenter

              Irvin Clubine,  56,  Grain Elevator manager

              Bob Jager,  53,  farmer, martial arts instructor

              Mark Koerselman,  53,  bookkeeper

              Steve Van Beek,  53,  farmer

              Dixon Van Meeteren, 55,   farmer

              Harold Van Veldhuizen,  63,  retired

              Marwin Vogel,  57,  carpenter

Deacons:  Galen Blankers,  45,  computer technician

                  Wayne Den Hartog,  47,  farmer

                  Steve Drenkow, 42,  auto dealership owner

                  Brad Hindt, 39,  hardware store owner

                  Leon Kleinwolterink,  42, business owner

                  Mark Ten Kley,  31,  RV sales owner

                  Darin Tutje,  4,  sign painter

                  Brian Van Meeteren, 39,  farmer, accountant

                  Robert Wolthuizen,  49, postmaster

FINANCES:  



                 

*Five years ago
    **Today

Total Spent for 


      Congregational Purposes
$ 291,673.00

$ 343,380.00


Total Contributed 

                  To Benevolences              
$ 178,113.00   
$ 138,144.00   

                             *includes church and all its organizations 

                           ** figure reflects  only church giving –organizations not included                 

CONGREGATIONAL GIVING: 

The income of the people in our congregation tends to be about average


for our community.

Whenever a need arises in our church or community the funds always seem to be available to cover the cost.

CHURCH PROGRAMS:
Children’s Ministries and Organizations:  (Age 12 or under)

· Sunday School (meets between Sunday AM services, for ages three years  

            through adults)

· Children in Worship (held during both AM worship services, for three to 

            six year olds).

· Children’s Choirs:  Sunbeam Choir for first through fourth graders

                                              Sunshine Chorus for fifth and sixth graders

· Family Night (Wednesday evenings - catechism classes and choir practices for grades kindergarten through eight). 

Youth Ministries and Organizations:   (Age 13 – 19)

· Alpha Teens (Jr. High, meets weekly, Sunday evenings at 6:00 p.m.)

· RCYF (High School, meets weekly, Wednesday evenings at 7:15 p.m.)

· Sunday School (meets between Sunday AM worship services)

· Creative Movement Team  (High School Girls)

Adult Education Programs:
· Sunday School (five classes offered)

· Wednesday Night Bible Study

· Men’s Bible Study (meets early Tuesday mornings)

· Small Group Bible Study  - in homes

· Women’s Circles  (four groups meet monthly)

· RCW (Women’s Guild, meets four or five times a year)

Adult Music Opportunities:
· Adult Choir  (meets weekly, September – March)

· Bell Choir

· Praise Teams for Hosanna Worship Services

ADULT ORGANIZATIONS AND COMMITTEES:

· Bus Committee:  (Oversees the maintenance and care of the church bus)

· Congregational Care Committee (maintain a systematic plan for 

             including and integrating new members into the church family. 

             Organize opportunities for fellowship, maintain contact with

             college students, military personnel, etc.)

· Education Committee (oversees the church’s education ministry and 

            provides assistance and support to the Christian Ed. Director.

· Employee Relations (conducts annual staff reviews, deals with staff issues)

· First Connectors Ministry (members building caring relationships with 

            other members.)

· Mission Committee   (oversees the support of our missionaries)        

· Outreach Committee (calls on visitors and participates in various other activities of outreach in our community)

· Planned Giving:  (assists and encourages members to remember the Lord’s work in their estate planning)

· Prayer Coordinators: (coordinates and organizes prayer chapel and other prayer needs)

· Sacraments  (makes arrangements for the administration of the 

            Sacrament of Holy Communion and Baptism)

· Safety & Security (safeguards our transportation, ministry to infants, children and youth, our personnel and property, our financial resources and plans for our response to emergencies.)

· Technology (this committee is responsible for the routine maintenance 

            and repair of the church’s technology equipment – sound, computers,    

            printers, cameras, power point projector, telephones and audio/visual 

            equipment. 

· We Care Committee (members assisting members with meals,               

            transportation needs, etc.)

· Worship Committee  (assist with all arrangements related to worship)

· Youth Board  (oversee the church’s youth ministry program and 

            provides support and assistance to our Youth Director)

ECUMENICAL MINISTRY:

· National Day of Prayer Breakfast

· World Day of Prayer Services

· Community Worship Services (twice a year)

· Unity Service

· Worship Service for Sheldon Celebration Days (Labor Day weekend)

· Service of Prayer for Crops & Industry (jointly with Bethel Reformed)

· Lunch in Lent (churches in the community take turns hosting a weekly 

            lunch during the Lenten season.  Local ministers provide a brief Lenten 

            message)

· Women’s Community Easter White Breakfast

· Moms In Touch

· Community Easter and/or Christmas Cantatas

· Love INC (a ministry for the needy in our community)

· Cursillo

· TEC (Teens Encounter Christ) 

· YA-TEC (Young Adults Encounter Christ)

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT:
· Meals on Wheels (deliver meals to shut-ins in our community)

· Conduct worship services at local nursing homes.

· Sheldon Celebration Days  (have a float in the parade)

· Hospital Bazaar  (RCW assists with this event each year)

· Pray Walk  (pray for homes, families and community while taking

            a leisurely walk on the streets of Sheldon) 

· The Banquet (prepare and serve a meal to needy in a shelter in  

a neighboring city.

· Good Night, Sleep Tight  (program for children at risk, under the 

            direction of Love INC) 

· Sheldon Home Show  (provide a booth and distribute Christian 

            literature and information about First Reformed Church)

· Assist with new RCA Church Starts in surrounding communities.

LOCAL EVANGELISIM:
· Worship Service Broadcasts:  KIWA Radio – Sunday, 4:00 pm.

                                                                Local Cable TV – Tuesday,  4:00 pm.

· Live Closed Circuit TV broadcasts all services to Christian Retirement 

Home.   

· Vacation Bible School (this program has been a source of outreach)

· Hosanna Worship (Sunday AM contemporary service) –has brought in 

            new and un-churched families.

WORSHIP SERVICES:
Two worship services are held each Sunday morning, The Heritage Service (traditional) at 8:30 AM, with an average attendance of 300.   The

Hosanna Service (contemporary) begins at 10:45 AM, with an average attendance of 250.

One service is held on Sunday evening, a traditional service at 6:00 PM.

We use a variety of music in our worship.  We have an organ, piano, keyboard, drums, a bell choir, praise teams, adult choir, two children’s choirs and a creative movement team.   We use “The Hymnal for Worship and Celebration” at the Heritage Service.   The Hosanna Service uses an overhead screen for words to the songs, videos, scripture, etc.    Guitars, drums and keyboard are used at the Hosanna Service.

SUNDAY SCHOOL: 
Sunday School classes meet each Sunday between the two morning worship services.   We take a month’s vacation in August.  Our Sunday School program is a very important part of educating our children, youth and adults.  The children begin attending classes at three years of age with classes offered for each grade level through grade 12.  We also have five adult classes ranging in various age groups.  With the assistance of our Education Director, each adult class selects their own study material.   One of the classes uses “The Sunday School Guide.”   Occasionally Sunday School classes will meet as a group in the fellowship hall or sanctuary to hear a presentation by one of our missionaries or other special presentations.  Our enrollment averages about 190 adults and children.  Twice a year we conduct a New Members class for new members, people interested in joining First Reformed, or for those who want a better understanding of the Reformed Church.   

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL:
We conduct our VBS program the first full week in June.  A lot of planning and work goes into this week.  Over 150 children from four  years through sixth grade attend.  Adults, junior high and senior high students are involved as teachers and helpers.  A program that consists of the week’s highlights is held for parents and friends at the end of the week.  It is a great outreach to our community. Our children are encouraged to invite their un-churched friends. 

ALPHA TEENS:

This is our junior high youth group.  They meet throughout the school year at 6:15 pm. on Sunday night, at the Friendship House.   Two couples, with the assistance of our Youth Director, assume the responsibility of being their sponsors.   They do different studies and activities each week.  Some fund raising projects are done to finance their outings and attendance at Power Connection.

RCYF:
The high school youth group meets at the Friendship House at 7:15 pm. on  Wednesday evenings throughout the school year.  They have three couples who assist the youth director as sponsors.  Through the use of Bible studies, videos, games and other activities they grow in their Christian walk.  During the year they participate in retreats and area youth events.  The RCYF has fund raisers to help pay for their activities and the cost of their trip to Rocky Mountain High, which is held in Colorado every three years.

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP:
This is a program for three year olds through kindergarten and is offered from September through May.  The children leave midway through our worship service and go to their worship center downstairs.  Bible lessons are taught with the use of wood figurines and object lessons.  During a response time the children are encouraged to spend time reviewing stories, reading books, or drawing a picture of the story they have heard.  Worship is ended with a scripture reading and the children participating  in a closing prayer.

FAMILY NIGHT: 
Our Family Night program runs every Wednesday night from September through March.   Classes are offered for kindergarten through twelfth grade.  Several elective classes are available for adults.   Two children’s choirs, an adult choir, a bell choir and creative movement all practice at designated times.   Included in the second half of the Family Night season, after Christmas holidays, a meal is served prior to the night’s activities.  Various themes are selected for the meals.  This is a great time to fellowship before the evening classes and choirs meet.

NURSERY: 
Every Sunday, during worship services and  Sunday School, a nursery is provided for children six months through three years.  A Nursery Committee arranges a schedule of volunteers to care for the children.  Parents of the Alpha Teens and RCYF take turns caring for the sponsor’s children on Wednesday evenings.

CHURCH HISTORY

The First Reformed Church of Sheldon was organized April 23, 1895 by several Dutch families with a total membership of nine families and four single persons.  Services were held in the Adventist Church, but when the congregation was about four years old a church building was erected.

The church continued to grow and in 1912 a new church and parsonage were built on the corner of Washington Avenue and Seventh Street.

All worship services were conducted in the Dutch language until 1919, when it was voted to hold one English service and one Dutch service each Sunday.

In August of 1929 a Wurlitzer pipe organ was installed…the same organ we use today.  It was completely rebuilt in 2004.

By the end of 1946, it became evident that the church building was not adequate, as the congregation had grown to 220 families with 520 communicant members.  The East Sioux Classis was in favor of establishing a second church in Sheldon.  It was decided we would assist with the establishing of another congregation, and  Bethel Reformed Church was organized in 1947.

Only two years after organizing the Bethel Reformed Church, First Reformed again numbered over 220 families, and the building had become inadequate.  A new structure was constructed on the same lot and was dedicated in August of 1952.  The cornerstone reads: “Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.”

The property across the street from the church was purchased in 1966 and a

new parsonage was built in 1969.   For a time the old parsonage was used for

classrooms.  

An educational wing was added to the church in 1972.  This new facility provided us with 17 classrooms, as well as a fellowship hall. The original fellowship hall which was in the basement was remodeled, adding space for another nine classrooms.

The old parsonage was removed and the Friendship House was built on the site in 1981.  The Friendship House is where our Youth Director has his office.  All the youth meetings are held there.  This facility, which has two levels, also provides room for a classroom, Bible studies, Consistory meetings, and small family gatherings.

In 2001 we added a contemporary service in the morning.  This service iscalled the Hosanna Service and is held at 10:45 am. each Sunday.

The Lord has blessed our church with excellent leadership and faithful workers. We have had nineteen pastors shepherd us.  Our present senior pastor is Dr. David R. Brower.  First Reformed Church is, and has always been, a place we can go for meaningful worship, Christian fellowship and experience the love of fellow believers.

MISSIONS SUPPORTED BY THE CHURCH:

Our congregation shares in the support of twelve missionaries, three  Partner in Missions (church starts) and several other ministries.  Support for these missionaries comes from the congregation as well as the Sunday School.


OUR MISSIONARIES:


Michael & Tina Bos,  Al Amana Center, Muscat, Sultanate of Oman


Bill & Peg De Boer, Jicarilla Apache Reformed Church, Dulce, N.M.


Greg & Ruth De Haan,  Gambia, West Africa


Rev. Don De Kok,  RCA Church Planter, Synod of the Heartland


George Goff,  Mission Aviation, Honduras

Jacob & Sharon Moss, Jackson County Ministries, Kentucky

Bill & Sherril Neeley,  Mission to Haiti

Tom & Liz Stewart, Mission to Internationals, Oklahoma State University

Dick & Maja Westra, Bahrain

Mark & Lori Zoutendam,  Harvest Ministries International

OTHER MINISTRIES:

Words of Hope:  Russian Broadcast



   American Broadcast

                             Sudan Broadcast

World Home Bible League, Philippine Church Planters

RISE Ministries, Rob Roozeboom  

Love, INC.

Crossroads Prison Ministry

Operation Christmas Child

                              OUR COMMUNITY 

First Reformed Church is located in Sheldon, Iowa, which can be found in the north-west corner of the state, at the junction of  highways 18 and 60.  We are a rural community.  Farmers raise corn and soybeans in our rich fertile soil.  A number of our farmers are actively involved in the feeding of cattle and hogs.

The town of Sheldon has a strong retail district, an industrial sector, and a number of service oriented businesses.  There is a Community Hospital, a Wellness Center, a public library, three care facilities for the elderly, and Village NW, which is a large care facility for the physically and mentally challenged.

We have a newly renovated Community Center, a nine hole golf course, an indoor swimming pool, a theatre, a racquet club  and several parks.   A beautiful walking/ biking trail circles our community.  

There are thirteen churches in Sheldon:  two Reformed, two Christian Reformed, two Lutheran, one Assembly of God,  one Church of the Brethren, one Catholic, one Methodist, one Baptist, one Evangelical Free, and one Mormon.

Sheldon has excellent public school facilities with grades kindergarten through twelve located in three buildings.   Our community has two private grade schools, Sheldon Christian School and St. Patrick’s Catholic.   Four pre-schools and a community day care facility are available.   We are also the home of Northwest Iowa Community College.  

The motto of our city is “Sheldon, a Really Nice Place”.   Although at times we think the motto sounds a little silly, we truly believe it is a wonderful place to live.    It provides a safe, warm, caring environment for everyone who lives here, and for nearly 5,000 people it is the place we call “home”.

