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ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC 
May 31, 2009 

 
Don’t miss the Annual Church picnic after 

church on Sunday, May 31st. 
The Fellowship Commission will supply the 

BBQ hamburgers, hot dogs and drinks. 
The congregation is asked to bring a dish to 

share (to feed 10-12 people). If the initial of your 
last name begins with A-I bring beans (baked, 
chili or green), J-M bring desserts, N-Z bring 
salads 

If possible, please bring your own paper 
plates and utensils. 

We look forward to seeing you all there. 
 

☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼ 
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Next month’s Communicator, 
deadline is June 18. Please 
submit any information you 
would like to see in the next issue 
by that date so that the 
Communicator might be 
published in a timely manner. 
Thanks so much!  
 
 BIRTHDAYS 
DATE             NAME 
 
06/02  Gail Cullerton 
06/02  Candace Keefauver 
06/05  Edward Morrison 
06/06  Maybelle Holman 
06/06  Teri Prior 
06/06  Brandy Beard 
06/11  James Jackson 
06/14  Kyle Long 
06/18  Donna Roberts 
06/18  Debbie Henry 
06/19  Cindy Cooke 
06/20  Easton Long 
06/20  Shirley Scharosch 
06/20  Craig Strack 
06/22  Kathryn Hill 
06/26  Emma Keene 
06/27  Dave Congdon 
06/28  Helen Wong 
06/29  Ralph Congdon 
06/29  Marilee Keene 
06/29  Philip Khanh Trinh 
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BETHANY BOOK GROUP 
eptember 2008 began a book discussion group 
at Bethany. We met in October to discuss 
Rachel Remen’s spiritually uplifting book, MY 
GRANDFATHER’S BLESSINGS, and to select our 

next book. In December we discussed Tracy Kidder’s 
inspirational MOUNTAINS BEYOND MOUNTAINS, 
which tells of an American doctor’s preference for 
treating impoverished Haitians and other poor in 
Central and South America. He could easily have 
earned substantial living treating patients with 
ample access to health care in the United States.  

  Next was Diane Ackerman’s THE ZOO 
KEEPER’S WIFE, the story of Polish citizens’ 
successful attempts to hid Jewish refugees from 
Warsaw’s ghetto during the Nazi occupation. 

   We turned next to Gregory Mortenson’s 
wonder story of an American mountaineer’s 
attempts to build schools for Muslim girls in the 
mountains of Pakistan and Afghanistan. The 
penultimate book just discussed is William Young’s 
THE SHACK, a metaphoric homily of God, Jesus and 
the Holy Spirit, all personified as participants in one 

man’s search for the meaning in his young  
daughter’s kidnapping and murder. Love and 
forgiveness lie at the center of this man’s quest for 
peace. 

  Our group is small but growing. We plan to 
end the year with Bernhard Schlink’s THE READER, a 
novel of German guilt in W.W.II. Not a war novel, 
THE READER deals with the moral dilemma of silence 
and inertia when some kind of human response is 
called for. We will discuss this fine novel on June 21, 
2009, after worship, in the library. At that meeting 
we will select our first book for the new church year. 
WALDEN (THOREAU), THE GRAPES OF WRATH 
(Steinbeck), THE INVENTION OF AIR (Steven 
Johnson), THE CATCHER IN THE RYE (J.D., Salinger). 
THE INDIGO CHILDREN (author unknown), JESUS 
((John Crossan) are among the suggested titles. Each 
offers a message for our time and place. 

  If you enjoy reading and talking about books, 
please join us on June 21 after worship. 

  —John Darling and Judy Davis 

 
The Bethany writing group will meet again on June 11th from 10 -11:30. We meet the second 
Thursday of each month in the Bethany library. There are currently eight wonderful people who get 
together and write. There is no formal experience necessary. Just bring your memories and your ideas 
and come and join us. If you have any questions call me at 393-9186.One of the things we wrote this 
past meeting was a simple poem that followed a particular form. The poem was to be based on some 
past event.    
 
Here's the one I wrote: 
 
"The board squeaked and squeaked again and again; 
A child sat on the end of a board. 
Another child sat on the other end. 
The board squeaked and squeaked again and again. 
We went up and down on this homemade see-saw; 
Wind and joy blew my hair. 
The board squeaked and squeaked again and again; 
A child sat at the end of a board." 
 
   Judy Davis 
 

 
Order Restored After My Father’s Death 

 
I watch my mother arrange her closets. 
She smiles at having this small freedom. 
Finally, I can have things my way, she says. 
I watch my mother arrange her closets 
and part of me grows angry now 
unable to allow her this small joy. 
I watch my mother arrange her closets. 
She smiles at having this small freedom. 
 
   Elsie Whitlow Feliz 

 

S 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