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Worship is Communication By Charles Miller

The preceding day’s four-hour
event the Fellowship Hall “was a
good worship workshop” reported
Pastor Nate in Sunday morning’s
worship on September 27.

Upon agreement from the
church council and the worship
committee, the knowledgeable and
experienced Rev. Kathy Smith was
invited in from Grand Rapids, Ml
(representing the Calvin institute of
Christian Worship) to guide in dia-
logue and instruct about 22 inter-
ested persons from our church on
the elements of meaningful wor-
ship.

God Centered: First, worship is
about God; It’s not about us. It's
about what God gets out of wor-
ship service, not what we get out of
it. The focus is on God-He is our au-
dience. However, we are His audi-
ence as well, noted Rev. Smith.
Worship is to be a dialogue where
each “audience” is listening and
communicating through praise/
thanksgiving, singing/prayer, hear-
ing the Word/Communication, and
being enabled/sent out to serve.

In fact, worship is a gift from God,
said Mrs. Smith. It is His Spirit given
to us Who draws us to worshiping
God. We respond by coming to-
gether to present ourselves to Him-
with the gifts He has given us.
(Rev. Smith gave a small illustra-
tion: If we clap in church it’s under-
standable when it is unto the Lord,
for His gifting individuals who,
moved by the Sprit, prepared and
shared what He led them to do—
that honors God-.while enriching

His people. If it's any other way—
human initiated, humanly per-
formed, and about us, then it’s
about entertainment, not the wor-
ship of God.)

Issues: The group was given oppor-
tunity to put forth topics for consid-
eration. Those raised were:

Music styles

Testimonials in Church

Youth involvement

Worship styles

Discernment of the Spirit

An aliveness toward God

After some group interaction/
clarification, Rev. Smith laid out
some basic principles that support
meaning and purpose to worship:

e Christian worship is to be Bibli-
cal with the planning and im-
plementation rooted in Scrip-
ture.

e It is to have the character of a

dialogue: God speaks , we lis-

ten; we respond and God listens

Worship is done in a covenantal

context-a ‘promise relationship”

with God. Where we remember
the covenant we and God have
together-"He is our God; we are

His people.”

e  Worship is to be Trinitarian in
character, paying balanced at-
tention in our singing, preach-
ing and praying to all three
persons of the Godhead.

e It is communal in context,
where we experience a caring
community as the body of
Christ.

e  Worship is to lead to our serv-

ing/sacrificing in joy, as we pour
ourselves out to God

The group acknowledged that in
planning worship, we do attempt
to keep it Biblical and integrated.
Related Bible verses are selected to
introduce songs, and the songs are
selected because of their Biblical
context/orientation. And the
prayers of all people are received.
On the other hand, we may not be
all that discerning of the holy Spirit,
availing ourselves fully to God.

Counter-cultural: If our Christian
worship is genuine, Rev. Smith
pointed out that it will have ramifi-
cations in our culture. Actually, it is
trans-cultural. all the while being
counter-cultural. Jesus challenges
things in our culture, as He also is its
Savior.

Worship identifies us as to “who we

are, and whose we are” It's forma-

tional, giving us occasion to regu-

larly come together as community/

family. As we participate, it shapes

us and our faith...through the songs

sung, prayers offered, the Word

heard, and the Sacraments taken.

The group was asked to identify

some ways of enriching, worship,

some of which included:

e Drama

¢ Youth Participation

¢ Leading in the spirit of open-
ness, honesty, vulnerability

¢ Giving more quiet time for con-
fession (cont. pg. 5)




Our Church Family

%Er#hdays

2 Camron Dahlseid

¢ Merlin Kleinhuizen

6 LyYla Hoogeveen

7  TRay Mellema

10 Abby Marcus

12 Jeff 2onhdervan

13 Jolene Sankey

17 Lydia Engle
Nicholas Kleinhuizen

21 Jim Gunhhink
Amy Engle

23 Vivian Marcus
Alex Marcus

27 Wayne Roelofs

28 EIvih Dragt

29 (Gordoh Bos

Arnniversaries

6 Stanh and Sallie Green
Tom and Linda Mikelson

Congratulations to Tom and Linda
Mikelson who will be celebrating
their 25th Wedding Anniversary on
Oct 6. May God continue to bless
you with many more years to-
gether.

Congratulations to Matt and Pam
Reinertson on the birth of their son,
Brady James, on September 29 at
3:20 pm. Brady is 7 Ib 5 oz and
21" long. We also congratulate big
brother Ben, and Grandparents Bob
and Joanne VerSteeg.

We Remember

Orville Eugene Kohl
November 23, 1928-
September 27, 2009

Orville Eugene Kohl was born on November 23,
1928, at Raymond, Minnesota, the son of Bert and
Nellie (McLane) Kohl. He grew up in the Willmar
area where he attended rural schools. Orville
farmed in the Willmar area.

On August 28, 1959, Orville was united in mar-
riage to Sena Pulscher at the Raymond Christian
Reformed Church. This union was blessed with one
son. Following their marriage they lived in Willmar
and Orville worked for Berghuis Construction and

li in 1967, began working as a heavy equipment op-
'i erator for the city of Willmar, until 1993, when he
| retired. Orville was a member of the Willmar Chris-
l' tian Reformed Church at the time of his death.
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l’ Surviving is his wife Sena; son, Roger Kohl of
l’ Luverne; brother, Milton (and Georgia) Kohl of
lF Warsaw, Missouri, and sister, Shirley (and Jim)
Ristow of Rochester.

He was preceded in death by his parents.
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Live All Out for God

Wednesday evening September 16™
Solid Rock youth group was privileged o have a
guest speaker flown in all the way from Nigerial
It's not that we have such a huge budget, but
missionary Ruth Veltkamp has been stateside
visiting, and she made time to come and share
with our youth.

Divine planning was involved when it
came to Ruth's choice of a message for the
youth. Solid Rock's theme song for this year is
"The Motions" by Matthew West. The basic
thrust is that we don't want to go even one
more day merely going through the religious mo-
tions of faith. Instead we want to mean it, to
live all out for God, and live with no regrets of
what we could have/should have done for Christ
and His kingdom. We have challenged the youth
this year to join Christ, to join the adventure of
living for him. Then, Ruth emails me this as we
were planning her visit,

"After 41 years of being a

missionary, I think I would like

to share with the young people

what an adventure with God

missions can be. Working with

Muslims started so small, but

now has become a big tree giv-

ing shelter to many. What do

you think of something in the

form of a personal testimony

of the wonder and faithful-

nhess of God's involvement in

our lives?"
It's always nice when God so smoothly works
things out behind the scenes! Ruth's message
fit perfectly with the theme and the challenge
to join the adventure of living for God.

Sept/Oct

2009

Ruth, who is an excellent story teller,
took well over an hour to share via story and
with images her journey in mission work and
what God has been able to accomplish as she
partnered with Him. From her very basic begin-
nings in Nigeria as an English language teacher
when she was fresh out of college to her contin-
ued teaching now on the seminary level.

Ruth shared her heart with the youth,
including some times of struggle, but through-
out the whole story the focus was on God and
His work and teaching. Ruth specifically shared
the need for forgiveness—even for our ene-
mies—that God has impressed on her biblically
as well as in practice. The joy that shines—
overflows—from Ruth as she speaks is a testi-
mony to her experience of Christ's love in her
life. We're thankful that Ruth was able to take
the time to come and share with the youth!

As a bit of a post script to this, T would
just like to add that there is an open invitation
to those in our congregations that would like to
join the youth for an evening if you notice a les-
son/speaker of particular interest. It is not
uncommon for a parent or member of the con-
gregations to call and join us for an evening, so
feel free to come spend a Wednesday hight
with the youth of our churches upon occasion!

——Kirk Vander Pol







